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The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost

When the day of Pentecost came, they
were all together in one place.

 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting.

Acts 2:1-2



This is our identity as a parish, which we articulated with
these words. We endeavor to follow Christ in welcoming
“all sorts and conditions of [humanity].” We offer
baptism and eucharist to all, and the pastoral offices of
reconciliation, ministry to the sick, and Christian burial
to those who ask. We do not discriminate with regard

to gender, ethnicity, or sexual orientation or identity, or
mental capacity. With regard to marriage, our policy is to

meet all couples desiring a Christian wedding. The legal requirements,
both civil and church, must be met. We do not discriminate on the basis
of gender. However, the clergy may decline to officiate for other reasons.
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Sermon Delivered at the 10:30 Service – May 31, 2020 – St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
The Rev’d Dr. Barbara Anne Fisher, Interim Rector

The Prophet Joel wrote that the days would come when visions would return, when prophecies would return,
when the old men would dream dreams – and the young ones would have visions and all would prophecy.
We were told on the day of the coming of Pentecost that those gathered together were accused of being
drunk. Aand it was Peter – the same Peter who had denied Christ and run away – who stood and testified to
the fact that this was the new coming of power.

So many times when we approach the day Day of Pentecost, we approach it as a day of glorious celebration.
We wave streamers and we want to dance up the middle of the church….Oh, that we could do that this day,
but we are separated because of the pandemic.  What we have is a tendency to forget, when we celebrate
Pentecost, is when we celebrate Pentecost we are celebrating a time when the Church was in turmoil.

Their leader, the precious Son of God – as they came to know him, had been brutally taken from them.  They
had been in a time of hiding.  They were in disarray and kept their doors locked from fear of their own
persecutions – from their own crucifixions.  But, Jesus had said to them, “I will send the Advocate…” and “I
will send the Comforter.”  Yet, with the recognition of all that had happened in that young, baby church, there
was not much comprehension of what that would look like.  So that day when Jesus came into the upper
room, and they were locked in,  and he said hello to them, he breathed on them the initial indwelling of that
Holy Spirit.

Where we stand today we, each and every one of us – individually and corporately as a Church, need a
renewal of that indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  For we are a society, and a Church, and a world in mourning.
The events that have taken place in the last week, with the death of George Floyd, have left me shattered
within that it continues, and continues, and continues.  I look at the Church I serve, and within my heart is the
cry of, “How long, O God?” Talking with and reading writings of friends of mine that are in ministry – we grasp
to understand where do we, as a Church who has for so long stood in social justice, stand on what is
happening?

So much of what we see on the news of the looting and rioting, as it begins to be uncovered,  we find that it is
not the people who are the most hurt in heart that are doing these things.  But, a lot of the looting and rioting
is being done by people from the outside.  The article that was released which broke my heart – I have a
friend who lives in Minneapolis – stated that every person who had been arrested that first night were not
from Minneapolis and most of them didn’t even live in the state of Minnesota.

We must find a way to have a voice – to speak into what is happening in our society – and to stand for justice.
We cannot, as an Episcopal Church, stand any longer in silence – or any longer simply be on our knees
praying….

Continued  →
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Earlier this week, I was out on the deck praying…at that time between daybreak.  When the night is letting
go…and the sun is fighting to come through.  It was a rainy and cloudy and dreary morning, and I pulled out
my journal and I just began to write.  But I sat there for quite awhile before I could put pen to paper.  I
would like to share with you what came out for your prayers this week:

I sit here in these daybreak hours, a pulsating fear within urging me not to put pen to paper.  As the candles
flicker as the only source of light - and the raindrops fall instead of my tears - I feel immobilized in my
deepest soul and silenced in my weary Spirit.

The seeking prayers of the past several weeks urge me to get off my knees and rise up to face the war once
more.  Yet, the echo of, “All shall be well, Dearest One, all shall, indeed, be well…” is as a paused hand upon
my weary shoulder – begging my tattered heart to breathe in a syncopated beat with “Peace, peace…”
instead of the swirling pain and anguished sorrow.

“In the summer around June time…” whispers from the Thin Place – where you, O God, have held the Holy
Knowledge of fore-knowing me even before my birth.  The Word says that it was you, God, who formed my
inward parts and knitted me together in my mother’s womb.   Yes, even then – the very moment when your
eyes saw my unformed parts – you knew every day that was to be lived by me.  Even as yet when the days
did not exist, through space and time to come, my days were recorded in your book.

I hunger to embrace the reality of such, O God.  To embrace, with renewed strength and courage, what you
saw when you gazed across the darkness of the ages to come – and you breathed into me the days of the
journey I would walk.  Yes, even now, your acknowledgement ripples from that moment – whispering into a
weary soul and a world racked in pain.  Into a spirit, which at the moment of receiving the breath of life,
cried out against the journey to be made.

My breath catches, O God…my very Spirit weeps at the travesty of the hypocrisy so prevalent within and
without of the Profane - and, yes, even the Sacred.  My cry – the cry of the ages and the world, “How long, O
God, how long?” swells up from the core of Creation – answering, reverberating now, “NO MORE! Oh, God,
no more….”  No longer do I accept, “Until you learn to maintain joy – no matter what anyone says.”  Even
you, O God of Creation, turned the day to night, opened the graves of the dead, and split the veil of your
Holy Temple from the top to the bottom when the Son of Man – your own Son, gasped – struggling to
breathe, “It…is…finished.”

Rising within us – though not yet formed – shall be that calling of an angry Jesus who overturned the tables
as he spoke the fullness of TRUTH.  The Truth that identified the sins of the His times - and, yes, continues to
speak to the sins of our day.  For all Creation calls out for our time – and acknowledges on the coming day of
Pentecost:  As His Spirit blazed with those of the shattered people who were dying in His day, that same
Spirit is ablaze upon us today.  Yes, His Spirit is ablaze upon the shattered people of today who still die -
unable to breathe under the knee of unbridled power wielded in the name of authority….

O Mother God, your children cry out, “We cannot breathe….”
Yes, O Father God, “How long, indeed, for all is not well….and there is no peace.”

Let us rise from our knees and do what we are called to do…..Amen.
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Senior Warden’s Letter
JUNE 2020
Arlene White

This month, I’m going to pull some more ideas from Live in Grace, Walk in Love by Bob
Goff, this time on the subject of HOPE.

You have perhaps heard by now that at some point, the Bishop paused our search for a
new fulltime rector and recently, he gave us permission to continue.  This pause and
other events have put our search a bit behind (our) schedule, even though we know
that God has our timeline well in hand.  We have asked Barbara Anne to stay on as our
interim rector and she has graciously agreed to do so.

This on-going uncertainty of the search process, combined with the uncertainty caused
by the pandemic, makes our lives challenging.  But God has not abandoned us or the
world.  He is still richly present, if we would but open our eyes, ears and hearts to see
Him.  Bob Goff says that we are wired for hope.  “Don’t believe the people who tell
you there’s no hope.  It’s everywhere. It’s like the smell in the air right before the
rain comes.  We have hope because we trust in God who sits above every conflict.  We
bring hope when we choose to fix our eyes on Jesus rather than all the distractions
around us.”

IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO OVER HOPE

 

May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, so
that by the Power of the Holy Spirit,
you may abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

 
For I know the plans I have for your, declares
the Lord, plans for good and not for evil, to
give you a future and a hope.  Jeremiah 29:11
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Monday Matters:  Weekly Reflection – June 1, 2020
Jay Sidebotham  Renewal Works for Me

How to remember and honor all those who have died from this virus? 100,000+
names on a wall? Where would you build something so big? 100,000+ stones forming
an altar of remembrance? A skyscraper? 100,000+ names read annually? It would take
a long time. 100,000+ trees planted to be a forest of new life? I like this idea.

Wiser folks have called for this day to be a day of mourning and lament. On this day,
June 1 in 1865, another national day of mourning and lament was declared. The
specific focus was response to the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. That one act of
violence reflected a deeper brokenness in millions of racist acts. The designated day
responded to the wounded character of a divided nation, the great loss of life brought
with that struggle.

165 years later, religious and political leaders set aside today as another national day
of mourning and lament. It was offered as a response to the milestone reached last
week: 100,000 brothers and sisters who died of the coronavirus. Along with that deep
wound, we've been reminded of the great racial divide, brought to our attention by
video filmed in Minnesota.

It makes us think about the long tradition of lament, a spiritual practice which I'm
sure precedes the psalms, some of them perhaps 3,000 years old. But the psalms (the
only book of the Bible found in its entirety in the Book of Common Prayer) guide us in
this ancient spiritual practice. Lord knows, we need it now.

Consider with me this Monday what it means to lament. There is individual lament,
something we can all recognize because suffering is the promise life always keeps, as
one of my mentors says. There is communal lament, perhaps the focus for today.
Taking psalms as a guide , a prayer of lament consists of four parts, which I offer for
your consideration and reflection on this holy day.

Lament begins by addressing God, on some level recognizing a higher power and
purpose. Lament, no matter how angry or sad, confused or disheartened, involves a
statement of faith, the amazing grace that we often take for granted. When we call,
God is listening. So where do you see God in these moments? Can you believe God is
listening?
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Then claiming God's attention, a prayer of lament articulates a complaint, a grievance,
which says a lot about prayer. It says God can handle our anger or grief, our
confusion and despair, our pain. I suspect that our feelings are not a surprise to the
Holy One. We need not hold back. The Bible tells us so. Read the psalms. Read the
book of Job. Hear the words of Jesus on the cross: My God, why have you forsaken
me? What would be the complaint, the concern, the pain you bring to your prayers
this week? Put it into words today, silently or aloud. And as you ask that question,
note that sometimes lament is simply our reflection in a mirror. It includes confession,
a complaint of complicity, recognition of our part in the problem, through sins of
commission or omission, through our actions or our inaction, through our misguided
passions and our stultifying indifference. As Pogo said: We have seen the enemy and
the enemy is us. What if anything is your part and mine? Confess that this day.

A prayer of lament involves a request: What do we ask God to do in the midst of this
all? What would we hope for? How would you articulate a prayer in these days of
pandemic, simultaneously marked by the wound of racism and injustice? How might
God use you in fulfilling that request?

Finally, a prayer of lament hangs on to hope, even if it makes little sense. As Jurgen
Moltmann said: To live without hope is to cease to live. Hell is hopelessness. It is no
accident that above the entrance to Dante's hell is the inscription: "Leave behind all
hope, you who enter here." Jim Wallis said: Hope is believing in spite of the evidence
and watching the evidence change. With all that in mind, I'm wondering where you
can find a glimmer of hope, in your individual and communal prayers of lament?
What kind of better world can you imagine?
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Giving at St. Alban’s, 2019 vs. 2020

*Other includes categories such as altar guild, bakery, 2020 Capital Campaign, the Rector’s
Discretionary Fund and outreach donations.

Update from the finance committee
Dear members of the St. Alban’s parish,
As pledge secretary, and on behalf of the finance committee, I would like to take this opportunity to
update you on the status of church finances, particularly on the income side. We are within 4% of
our receipts for this time last year, which is a fantastic testament to your spiritual and financial
dedication to St. Alban’s.

You can see details of January-early May income in a table elsewhere on this page, but let me draw
your attention to a couple of its elements. While we are lagging behind on plate and property use
income – and will likely continue to do so as long as the church building is closed – pledge income
is down only slightly over last year. THANK YOU to everyone who has continued to pledge and
provide plate offerings.
To ensure that your contributions are received in a timely manner and credited properly, please:

�� Make sure you are addressing your envelope to PO Box 1511, Salisbury, MD 21802. If you
have checks sent automatically by your bank or investment broker, please make sure they
have this new address.

�� If you plate regularly but do not pledge, please do continue to send in your regular plate
offering; to make accounting for it easy, please put the word “Plate” on the memo line of your
check or online donation.

�� If you’d like to use our online giving system or you need an update on the status of your giving
for the year, please contact me at shelly_madsen@yahoo.com

I’d also like to update you on some work members the finance committee has undertaken recently
to help protect parish finances during the Covid-19 pandemic. In March, Congress passed the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, which included the Payroll Protection
Program (PPP), a program designed to ensure workers at small businesses continue to receive their
paychecks during the pandemic. David Mitchell alerted the committee to this opportunity through

By: Shelly Madsen, Pledge Secretary

mailto:shelly_madsen@yahoo.com
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his service on the Diocesan Council. Deb Rossi and Greg Glass put significant time into researching
and understanding the PPP, as well as making a proposal to the Vestry that St. Alban’s apply for
the PPP. (Churches were specifically included in the definition of a small business for the purposes
of this program, and the Diocese of Easton specifically encouraged member parishes to apply.)
Following Vestry approval of their proposal, Deb applied for the loan, and we were finally notified
last week that we have been approved to receive a loan of $13,300.

Under the terms of the PPP, as long as we spend 75% of this loan on payroll expenses, the loan
will be treated as a grant and will not need to be repaid. The program also specifically authorizes
recipients to spent up to 25% of their loan on utility expenses. (It also authorizes up to 25% to be
spent on mortgages and rent payments. We are fortunate to not have either of those obligations at
St. Alban’s.)

We do not expect to have to pay any of our PPP loan back, but if we do, the interest rate is 1% and
the balance will be due in one year for the portion not spent on payroll or utilities.
Keeping the church in healthy financial status during this trying time is a selling point for our parish
as we search for a new rector. Churches in search are asked to review their budget to confirm if
they are still able to support the salary they originally provided in their search documentation –
right now, we can continue to do so, but your pledges and plate offerings need to keep coming in
so we can continue pursuing a FULL-TIME rector.

I was speaking with Arlene White, our senior warden, while preparing this report. Arlene put it
best when she said this: “When we are ready to actually open our doors again, it will be good to
know that we have been good stewards, that we have continued to pay salaries and our bills, and
that will be ready to move forward.”

I could not agree with her more.

Sincerely,
Shelly Madsen
Pledge Secretary

mailto:shelly_madsen@yahoo.com
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Greetings to each of you! As most
of you know, I zoomed the
Pentecost services from the Nave
this past Sunday!  Please be sure
to join Dee as this initial phase of
virtually returning to the Nave
continues next Sunday, June 7th,
at 9:30 am for Morning Prayer.
NOTE:  There will be only one
service on June 7th.

We hope to have in place the
required Diocesan approved
guidelines, by which we can begin
a modified form of gathering for Sunday services. We hope to open our buildings
when Bishop Santosh gives us permission to do so.  And, we also are looking at the
possibility of being able to gather for outside services once the new roof has been
put on – and the materials/equipment are removed from the church property.  We
are hopeful this work will be completed by mid-June.  Please know, too, that even
when the Reopening process begins, we will continue to offer the virtual services on
line through Zoom – and, hopefully, in the near future we also will have the zoomed
service livestreamed on FaceBook as well.

I will provide an expanded update related to more specifics of dates as soon as they
are made known to us.  Please be sure to email me or Brian Raygor with any
questions or thoughts you may have regarding the Reopening.  Know that there is
much yet to accomplish before we can safely gather together, but also know that we
are putting our Reopening Task Force in place – and that we are staying closely
connected to the information available from the Diocese of Easton’s Reopening Task
Force.

Continue to pray.  Know that we are proceeding with extreme caution, and your health
and safety are the first concern.  While I know that we all want to be in communion
with each other on Sunday mornings, I also know the heart of St. Alban’s is for the
personal welfare of each of us.  I thank you for your continued patience as the Vestry,
the Reopening Task Force, and I work together to make that precious Sunday happen.

Blessings and prayers ascending,

Barbara Anne+

Virtually Returning to the Nave
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Virtually Returning to the Nave

Search Committee
Search Committee Update

We continue to work within the perimeters of the Pandemic and are still
hoping to received names of candidates in the near future. The search
committee will provide a fuller update in the July Herald.

Transition Collect
O God, giver of every good gift, look graciously upon your whole church and
upon St. Alban’s.  Guide us to use the diverse gifts, talents and skills with
which you have blessed us so that we may increase our commitment to one
another and to the mission of Jesus Christ.  May we choose a faithful rector
to lead us to love, serve and grow in our congregation, in our community
and in the world through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

St. Alban’s Search Committee 2020

Dee Rinehart - Committee Chairperson

Mike Carey

Carrie Conelly

Cristina Machin

David Mitchell

Alannah Raygor

Donna Parks

Kim O’Grady - Vestry Liaison
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Parishioners in the Media
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Congratulations
2020 Seniors!

Photo: Yard sign given to the seniors by St. Alban’s Church.
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This is the music that was used as prelude for our May 3,
2020 Service. It is our gift to St. Alban’s and our friends and
we would like to share it with you.

Visit: https://vimeo.com/412555198 to view and listen to
“Climbing High Mountains” John Wesley Wright, Tenor.
Veronica Tomanek, pianist.

“Climbing High Mountains”

The Gift Of Music!

Shared by: Veronica Tomanek, pianist.

https://vimeo.com/412555198
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Photos Shared by: Peggy Selser
Cat Names: Bisque and Zachary
Beloved cats of Peggy and Alan Selser
Cats are brothers age 13

Photos Shared by: Sharon Walsh
This is Sebastian a tuxedo cat who came to us via the Cat Sanctuary and
This is Gus, our Maine Coon cat who came from the Humane Society.

Psalm 145:21
Let every creature praise His holy name!

Photos Shared by: Gregory Glass
This is: Meatball and Fat Choy

https://vimeo.com/412555198


Saint Alban’s Herald
P.O. Box 1511
Salisbury, MD 21802


