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Say Yes
TO NEWAdventures

Have I not commanded you?
Be strong and courageous.

Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD
your God will be with you

wherever you go.”

 Joshua 1:9



This is our identity as a parish, which we articulated with
these words. We endeavor to follow Christ in welcoming
“all sorts and conditions of [humanity].” We offer
baptism and eucharist to all, and the pastoral offices of
reconciliation, ministry to the sick, and Christian burial
to those who ask. We do not discriminate with regard

to gender, ethnicity, or sexual orientation or identity, or
mental capacity. With regard to marriage, our policy is to

meet all couples desiring a Christian wedding. The legal requirements,
both civil and church, must be met. We do not discriminate on the basis
of gender. However, the clergy may decline to officiate for other reasons.

Saint Alban’s Herald
Published monthly:

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 1511, Salisbury, MD 21802
Phone: 410-742-6595
Pager Number: 410-380-7052

Parish e‐mail:
stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com

The  Rev. Dr. Barbara Anne Fisher
Interim  Rector:
BarbaraAnne@DioceseOfEaston.org
Note: Barbara Anne’s tenure ends Aug 23rd.
Please use the St. Alban’s email after that date.

The Parish Website:
www.StAlbansSalisbury.com

Submit ar�cles to the parish email.
Deadline is  the 3rd Sunday of the month.
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The Ending of Our Journey Together – The Beginning of A New Adventure for All of Us.

Dear St. Alban’s Family,

It is difficult to believe our year together will soon be ending.  There is no way any of us could have
predicted last August, when it was announced during the Old Green Hill service I had been called to be
your Interim Rector, all of the twists and turns through which we would journey.  The only thing I knew
for sure was God was giving me a beautiful opportunity to return to you all of the love and support you
blessed me with as my “spiritual home” during my calling to the priesthood.  St. Alban’s will always have
a special place in my heart,  and I shall continue to hold each of you and the St. Alban’s faith community
in prayer.

What hard work, pandemic surprises, precious joys, and tender sorrows we have shared together as a
faith community – as well as in our time of separation and social distancing. I am appreciative of the
fact I have been here long enough to see the initial beginning of the Regathering process.  Know I
continue to hold St. Alban’s in prayer as the defining/refining of the “new normal” for being “church”
is envisioned.  I know this is a faith community which shall continue to rise to the challenge of finding
your way back from the exile of the COVID-19 pandemic, and will openly embrace the leadership of the
new Rector as you are led forth.

I want to offer my heartfelt thanks to each of you for your prayers and support of my ministry with you.
To the Altar Guild, the Eucharistic Ministers/Visitors and Acolytes/Crucifers, Ushers/Greeters and
Oblation-bearers, the Choir and Veronica, the Hospitality Committee, the Counters, Lectors and Jim
Cockey, and Dee Rinehart and the Morning Prayer people, I offer special prayers of thanksgiving for the
supporting roles you filled that allowed the services to be such a time of coming before God in joy – and
in times of sorrow.  How deeply I recognize that regardless of the purpose of the service, be it Sunday
Worship or Celebration of a Life, it is the integral melding of each role that allows us to enter that sacred
time in the Holy of Holies.

To the members of the Search Committee: I am in awe of the commitment of both time and prayer each
of you have given to your charge of bringing home to St. Alban’s the person called by God to be St.
Alban’s next Rector.  In the midst of the upheavals of the pandemic, you have stayed the course and
persevered to accomplish your work within the parameters of the time set before you in the beginning.
It was such a joy to work with you and to see that work evolve into the beautiful Parish Profile that went
out to introduce the seekers to St. Alban’s.  Know my prayers remain with you as you continue your
work – and I know from the depths of my heart you are, indeed, ever listening to God’s leading.
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TO ATTEND THE SUNDAY SERVICES:   If you want to attend Sunday Services, You need to register with
Barbara Anne+. You need to do so before attending. We have a limited number of seating units and at the
present, only 3 units have NOT been reserved for Sunday Services. Once you have registered you have a
reserved seat for all Sunday Services.

When we fill all of the seating units, we will start a waiting list. We will then adjust on what Sunday people will
attend the services. We are looking at alternating Sundays between a Rite I and Rite II Liturgy. If this
becomes necessary, we will contact each of you already registered and ask you for your preference of service.
All services will continue to be held at 9:30am. Please bear with us during this Regathering transition time. If
you have any questions please email Barbara Anne at: BarbaraAnne@DioceseOfEaston.org

The Covenant for Regathering and Guidelines for Attending Worship/Events: These two documents
must be signed and on file before attending worship/events in person. The Information can be found on this
link (Click Here), in the July Herald, the Pastoral eblast that was sent on Thursday July 2, and copies are
available at the door on Sunday morning. If you have any questions please email Barbara Anne at
BarbaraAnne@DioceseOfEaston.org

I want to give a special thanks to the members of the Vestry who have been the undergirding foundation
of all aspects of my work as your Interim Rector.  To those of you who served from my arrival in
September through the end of 2019, I thank you for the initial support and encouragement I received
to accomplish the beginning work of the transitional process.  Knowing you had my back, allowed me
to listen deeply to the whispers of God as we sought the way forward.  For those of you who continued
on as members of the  2020 Vestry, as well as those of you who joined us in January,  I am ever grateful
for the way you stepped up even more in your Vestry roles to handle the “business” of the parish –
which allowed me to address the evolving needs for pastoral care and meaningful worship during the
throes of the pandemic and the deepening unrest within our society.  Each of you have shown a deep
commitment to the charge given to you as Vestry members, and there are no words by which to express
my gratitude.

On August 23rd there will be no 9:30 Zoom Service for St. Alban’s. Due to the Old Green Hill service being
a virtual service to be broadcast at 10:00 a.m. we are encourage all of you to join that service. The Link
and Service bulletin will be sent to you via eblast on Thursday, August 20th.

Finally, I want to give a very special thank you to Stephanie Conway our Parish Administrative Assistant.
Stephanie joined us in November and has been my right-hand since the first day she arrived. Stephanie
is a jewel who has been a real gift to not only me, but to St. Alban’s. Her joy and commitment to St.
Alban’s have been a wonderful experience for me as an interim rector. Be sure to contact Stephanie if
you have any needs during the transition time from my leaving to the arrival of the new rector.

My last Sunday to preside and celebrate worship with you will be at 9:30, August 16th.  My heart is full
of so many precious memories from my times as parishioner, Deacon, and Interim Rector. I know both
the laughter and the tears will visit me in those daybreak hours of my meditation prayers, and I promise
I shall lift you in prayers as we continue our separate journeys of faith.  Thank you for the faithfulness
of your commitment to the “We do” of love and support you so joyfully shouted to the Bishop at both
of my ordinations. I go forth a more mature and seasoned priest because of my time with you.  As I know
God shall forever hold each of you in the palm of her hand, know that I hold you in my heart…….

Barbara Anne+
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Senior Warden’s Article
August 2020

Arlene White

Since I talked about HOPE in June and FAITH
in July, it seemed reasonable to continue
with LOVE in August.  Do you believe in God’s
love? In God’s love for you?  Can you
remember or find multiple instances how God
made it very clear how very special and very
dear you are to Him?

If so, now is the time to think about how to
be more loving in this ever changing and ever
more challenging world in which we live.
How can we find the words and deeds to demonstrate God’s love through us to
others?  A simple “thank you” will do as will a sincere compliment.  Being a good
listener, a thoughtful neighbor, a caring friend, a kind co-worker, a compassionate
family member will also work.  Sometimes it is difficult to love everyone in our lives
but God expects us to do some heavy lifting at times.  God places people in our lives
– sometimes because we need them but as often, because they need us.  They need
us to love them, warts and all.  We need to make loving others a routine.  We need

to give away love like we’re made of it – because we
are.  God has richly blessed us by loving us during
good and bad times through the sacrifice of His son.
He wants us to do the same for others.  We need to
GO BIG ON LOVE!

Look around you.  Surely before the pandemic and
now even more, there are so many people who are
struggling to stay healthy, to put food on the table,
to pay bills, to keep their family together.  What are
you going to do today to be LOVE?  You can create
more good in this world! You can light up the world
with YOUR love!
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Just as last year, your Vestry is not taking a summer vacation.  There always seems to
be business to discuss....  Here are some highlights about what we have been doing this
summer:

��Jeremy Cox has been working on finishing up our last Vision 2020 Campaign
project of the labyrinth.  He has contacted the companies which will create the
template for the surface of the labyrinth and then install and paint it.

��Many members of the Vestry, congregation and particularly Barbara Anne and
Veronica, have been working very hard on our services throughout the pandemic,
integrating technology into the liturgy. Now we are moving into opening the
church for in-person services.  Please be sure to have your signed COVENANT and
GUIDELINES on file for whenever you may choose to return to the sanctuary.  Also
let Barbara Anne know each week if / when you would like to attend.

��Brian Raygor and Howard Doak have been working very hard to coordinate with
Peninsula Roofing on the repair of the flat roof.  Two rogue thunder storms
caused some internal water damage.  Peninsula Roofing has been taking care of
those repairs as well.

��Jenny Buchanan has been working with the audit committee to prepare our
annual audit.  She has also begun working on the 2020 Stewardship Campaign
with a another committee so stay tuned for news about that.

��Beth Jones and Brian Raygor have started a book group; Jim Cockey is trying to
start a small prayer group.  We are looking for multiple ways to allow people to
stay in touch with one another, using a variety of topics and formats.  Please
contact any Vestry member if you have ideas.

��Kim O’Grady has been working on setting up a flu clinic at church during the fall.
She is also doing double duty as our representative on the Search Committee
which is moving ahead reviewing applications and interviewing candidates.  Your
continued prayers are most welcome.

��Mike Mathers continues to work with Barbara Anne on worship ideas.  His
concept of a prayer vigil last month was well attended and well received.

��Becca Jones-Hochmuth is working with Katherine West to see how we might send
off our graduates this month – 2 to college (Alannah Raygor to St. Mary’s and
Jonathan West to UMBC) and 1 to grad school (Ben Pereboom to the University of
Virginia for a master’s in Public Policy, building on his role with Students Helping
Honduras and other engagement experiences).  Look for an announcement soon!

��Vic Evans has started to work on a NEW directory which will be a great help to
our new rector whenever he / she arrives.  Please help him verify your
information when contacted.

If you have any questions, please contact a Vestry member listed above or in the
bulletin each Sunday.  Our meetings are on Zoom and are open to everyone.  Just let
Arlene know if you need the link.

www.facebook.com/OldGreenHillChurch


Saint Alban’s Herald  |  Page 7

The annual St. Bartholomew's Church (c.1733) Eucharist at historic Old Green
Hill on the Wicomico river will occur on-line this year, in accord with social
distancing protocols. It is scheduled for airing on the Sunday, August 23rd, the
day Episcopal Church’s liturgical calendar honors the martyrdom of Saint
Bartholomew, one of Jesus’ original twelve apostles. You can view and
participate in the worship service at 10:00AM on Green Hill Church's Facebook
page:  www.facebook.com/OldGreenHillChurch

As almost everyone knows, every year this unique event draws together clergy
and parishioners from the five Wicomico Episcopal churches: St. Peter’s
(Salisbury), St. Alban’s (Salisbury), St. Paul’s (Hebron), St. Phillip’s (Quantico),
and St. Mary’s (Tyaskin). Numerous guests, as well, are drawn to this historic
setting and unique worship service, almost always followed by a large picnic on
the picturesque Church grounds riverside. Of course, there can be no picnic this
year either.

The service will actually occur and be captured on videotape the week before:
Saturday, August 15th. Only clergy and one representative from each parish will
be on hand. There will be no acolytes or on-site music, but St. Alban’s will be
contributing much of the music for the service asynchronously. The
videographer, Warren Brey who shot/produced the Diocese’s service honoring
Harriet Tubman several years ago, will edit the music produced on a separate
track into the final video. More details will follow in August e-Pistles.

The annual St. Bartholomew’s
Church Eucharist at historic Old
Green Hill on the Wicomico River.
By: Victor Evans

Note: On August 23rd there will NOT be a 9:30
am Zoom Service at St. Alban’s so all can
watch the Old Green Hill Service at 10:00 am.

www.facebook.com/OldGreenHillChurch
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Search Committee
Dee Rinehart - Committee Chairperson

We are pleased to announce that on
July 28th Alisha King and Chris
Sabas both received the affirmation
of the Vestry that St. Alban’s
supports them for Ordination to the
Vocation Diaconate.

Search Committee Update
by: Dee Rinehart

Your Search Committee has been busy since Bishop Marray gave his
permission for us to reactivate our search for a new rector. Because it
is important that we have a good match with our new rector, we are
being deliberate in our work. In this unusual time, we are doing our
best to be faithful to the Vestry’s Charge, albeit creatively.  That has
meant spending hours on Zoom in meetings and in interviews. At last
we are ready to issue the invitation to become acquainted with our
parish building and grounds, our leadership, and the community. As
this portion of our work proceeds, we pray that we are drawing closer
to a Call. We appreciate your supporting prayers for our work, the trust
you have placed in the committee, and your patience with the
necessary confidentiality of the process.

Dee
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We thank you Rev. Dr. Barbara Anne Fisher for taking a journey with us as our Interim
Rector at St. Alban’s Church.

Thank you for supporting our parish during this time of transition. You have supported
the members of our parish in celebration and in times of sorrow. You helped us carry
out our mission, and you have guided us through the uncertain times of COVID 19. You
guided us through our transition, and you
have supported our staff. Thank you for your
wonderful outreach, fellowship and worship.

Your time with us was short, but you and
Sandy will forever remain in our hearts!

Thank you for the opportunity to journey with
you in this time of transition. We look forward
to hearing about your new adventures.

The St. Alban’s Parish.
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Pledge and plate income at St. Albans have taken a drop over the past month, and we’ve moved from
being ahead in pledge income to being just about where we should be. We are 52% through the year,
and have received 52% of our annual pledges for the year. (By comparison, in 2019, 61% of pledges
had been paid when we were 52% of the way through the year.) Whether this slump is due to financial
uncertainty over the Covid-19 pandemic, is a seasonal slump, or people are forgetting to send their
pledges in is as they are not attending church in person it is difficult to say.

A number of parishioners have paid their pledges ahead – meaning they have already paid more than
52% of their pledge for 2020. This means that others have paid less than 52% of their pledge for 2020.
If you are in the “paid ahead” category, thank you. If you are behind in your pledge, please bring your
pledge up-to-date if you can so that we can continue to provide a church with a healthy balance sheet
for a new rector. If you’re uncertain whether you’re behind, please contact me, and I’ll be happy to
provide you with a mid-year report.

We are falling further behind in plate giving. Some plate income comes in from guests of members and
other such casual visitors, but there are also some regular members of St. Albans who have elected not
to pledge, but to simply put money in the plate without making a pledge. If you prefer to give to the St.
Albans plate rather than pledging, please remember that your gifts are also essential to meeting the
church budget, and we encourage you to make a “plate” donation by check or electronic transfer or in
person whenever you are able to attend church again.

While there is an even more significant drop in the “other” category, most of that is due to Frieda’s
retirement last June and should not be of great concern. Freida repaid a $10,000 housing loan we made
when she came to St. Alban’s (and added another $5,000 to it); this loan had been on our balance sheet
for years as an asset, but was converted to cash when she repaid it. On Freida’s last Sunday, we also
received $2,000 in gifts for the endowment fund.

Please continue to send in your pledge, plate and remaining 2020 campaign offerings to PO Box 1511,
Salisbury, MD 21802. Please do NOT send them to the church’s physical address. Although we do
maintain a mailbox on the premises, that mailbox is largely unmonitored.

If you would like to start paying via online giving, please get in touch with me, and I’ll walk you through
the set-up.

Now that church services have resumed, there is
a plate in the entry way to the sanctuary where
you can leave your pledge, plate or other offering.
The plate will not be passed due to social
distancing considerations.

Shelly Madsen- Pledge Secretary
shelly_madsen@yahoo.com
443-944-1684
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First Regathering
Church Service
(Regathering 07/19/2020)
by Donna Parks

Zoom services continue and a few members
of St. Alban’s attended our 1st Regathering
service. All attendees have registered,
signed and followed the Covenant/Guidelines
for Regathering.
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Dear Members of the Diocese of Easton,

The Bishop's Institute will be offering a course to train Worship Leaders in our
diocese. This is an important ministry in the life of our diocese. Upon completing
the course, the participants will have been trained and prepared to lead all of the
Daily Offices, including Morning Prayer.

Please take a moment to think and pray about whether you might be feeling a call
to this important ministry.

You will find the announcement from the Bishop's Institute HERE. Or see the
following 2 pages.

If you are feeling called to this ministry, please be in touch with your parish priest
and then complete and return the registration form contained in the announcement.

Thank you for your attention to and discernment of this matter.

Peace,

Patrick

Since people have been spending more time at home since the
spring, there are less coins in circulation.  Let's help!  If you collected
pennies during lent for the ERD penny roll, please bring them to
church and put them next to the offering plate (make sure they are in
a container marked "penny roll").  Or, if you are not yet attending in
person, please let me know.  We can make arrangements for you to
drop the pennies off at my house or for me to pick them up from your
house.  I will roll them and they will be deposited at the bank.  After
Labor Day we send the donation to ERD.
Thank you,
Shelly Madsen
shelly_madsen@yahoo.com   443-944-1684

https://files.constantcontact.com/8580dab0801/0481394f-878f-48c0-b9e6-f2c38fa08223.pdf
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https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73045584759?pwd=VitYZjRaVXM0dlk3WDJUcWRpdGl5UT09
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There is a small online, Zoom prayer group happening every Thursday
morning at 7:00, organized by Jim Cockey.  It is a good way to start
your day.  They typically last less than 10 minutes.  The format is
based on the Daily Devotions, BCP, pp. 136.  All are welcome.
To join in, just click this link.
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73045584759?pwd=VitYZjRaVXM0dlk3WDJUcWRpdGl5UT09
Meeting ID: 730 4558 4759
Passcode: a4XHmT

Thursday Morning Prayer Group�

Photo by: John Rue
Our Beek Née Lunchbox

As we begin the process of re-opening from months
of lockdowns and closures to prevent the spread of
COVID-19, it is beneficial for us to help our pets
transition as well.

Since many of us have been working from home, our
pets are used to having us home all day. Now that
more and more people are returning back to work
we should help our pets with the transition as well.

Here are some helpful tips from the AVMA:

Slowly introduce workday routines

Practice short departures on a daily basis and
gradually extend the time you are gone.

Exercise - Before leaving, engage in play and activity.

Keep them engaged - Long-lasting treats, food puzzles,
and automatic feeders can help keep pets occupied
during the day while you're out.

Create a safe space - reintroduce crating while still
working from home by making it rewarding for the
dog to go into the crate for short periods of time.

Look for signs of stress and contact your vet if you
have concerns or issues.

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73045584759?pwd=VitYZjRaVXM0dlk3WDJUcWRpdGl5UT09
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