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"For the Lord is the Spirit, and
wherever the Spirit of the Lord

is, there is freedom."
2 Corinthians 3:17
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This is our identity as a parish, which we articulated with
these words. We endeavor to follow Christ in welcoming
“all sorts and conditions of [humanity].” We offer
baptism and eucharist to all, and the pastoral offices of
reconciliation, ministry to the sick, and Christian burial
to those who ask. We do not discriminate with regard

to gender, ethnicity, or sexual orientation or identity, or
mental capacity. With regard to marriage, our policy is to

meet all couples desiring a Christian wedding. The legal requirements,
both civil and church, must be met. We do not discriminate on the basis
of gender. However, the clergy may decline to officiate for other reasons.

Saint Alban’s Herald
Published monthly:

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 1511
Salisbury, MD 21802

The  Rev. Dr. Barbara Anne Fisher
Interim  Rector:
BarbaraAnne@DioceseOfEaston.org

Pager Number: 410-380-7052

Parish e‐mail:
stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com

The Parish Website:
www.StAlbansSalisbury.com

Submit ar�cles to the parish email.
Deadline is  the 3rd Sunday of the month.
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Senior Warden’s Article
July 2020

Arlene White
My middle name is FAITH.  I thought someone in my family had told me
that I was named for someone named “Frank” in the family and when I
asked who that might be, my brother and sister just looked at me and
laughed as they had no idea why that name had been chosen for me.
Neither of my parents was religious; my mother was Jewish and my father
was Roman Catholic but neither practiced their religion. So at some point,
I just decided that maybe God had given me my middle name.

I had an aunt and uncle who were Roman Catholic and lived their faith
every day in every way.  I spent my summers with them growing up, from
about age 5 until maybe 13.  Even though I did not become baptized until I was 14 (the week
before I was confirmed in the Lutheran Church), I had learned about and seen the love of God
through the eyes, hands and hearts of my aunt and uncle from a very early age.  I learned that
my middle name could remind me to have faith in all things and to trust God.

As each of us has walked our own path, working out our faith, we have usually seen God
working to fulfill His purposes through us, helping us through the many challenges we faced.
This pattern continues today, in general, and more specifically with us here at St. Alban’s.  As
we continue our search process, we need to be prayerful and faithful through our current
challenges, steady in our commitment to God’s will.  While our circumstances may seem
tough at the moment, these “are the times when faith makes a difference.  We have the
opportunity to look up, trust the God we say we love and follow, and look expectantly to see
how God will work out all the details and provide for our needs.” (1)   May we continue to
have faith that the Lord will bring us an amazing Shepherd for this loving flock.

All God’ Creatures – Daily Devotion for Animal Lovers (May / June 2020.  New York: Guideposts.  Editor: Edward Grinnan (p. 51).
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On June 18, 2020, Arlene White and Brian Raygor, as the Senior and Junior Wardens
and Greg Glass, as the chair of the Finance Committee met with the Diocesan
Financial Sustainability Committee via Zoom.  We had been asked to collect a series
of documents that would provide evidence of our financial situation as compared to
last year, with the specific question of did we think that would we still be able to
afford a full time rector in 2021.  If you look at the article from Shelly Madsen, our
Pledge Secretary, you will have an idea of some of the information that we provided
regarding our financial stability.

Speaking on behalf of the above committee, its chair, Mr. Myron Richardson,
indicated that he would report to the Bishop that the committee found that we
were on sound financial footing at this time and that we should continue our search
for a full time rector.

Meeting with the Diocesan Financial Sustainability Committee
By: Arlene White

Prayer for Justice
Photos by: Pat & Rod Layton
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Financial Update
By: Shelly Madsen, Pledge Secretary

Our church income continues to be in good shape, thanks to everyone who has faithfully
maintained their pledges throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. We are 45% through the year, and
have received 48% of annual pledge income, showing that we are on track with our pledge budget
so far this year. This is extraordinary given the challenges St. Alban’s has faced with having not
had a permanent, full-time rector for nearly a year, and having not met in person for more than
three months. (For comparison purposes, at this time last year, we had received 51% of pledge
income.)

We are behind in plate giving. Some plate income comes in from guests of members and other
such casual visitors. But there are also some regular members of St. Alban’s who have elected not
to pledge, but to simply put money in the plate without making a pledge. Your gifts are also
essential to meeting the church budget, and we would encourage you to make a “plate” donation
by check or electronic transfer or in person when we are able to meet again in July.

As we wind up the St. Alban’s 2020 Capital Campaign this summer, we have received $75,364,
leaving us short of the $85,164 you pledged. Should you need a reminder as to how much you
have paid towards your 2020 Capital Campaign or your ordinary pledge, please do not hesitate to
let me know.

Please continue to send in your pledge, plate and 2020 campaign offerings to PO Box 1511,
Salisbury, MD 21802. Please do NOT send them to the church’s physical address. Although we
do maintain a mailbox on the premises, that mailbox is largely unmonitored, particularly while
Stephanie continues to work from home.

If you would like to start paying via online giving, please get in touch with me, and I’ll walk you
through the set-up.

When church services resume in July, there will be a plate in the entry way to the sanctuary where
you can leave your pledge, plate or other
offering. The plate will not be passed
due to social distancing considerations.

If you need a status update or have other
questions, please email me at
shelly_madsen@yahoo.com.

Shelly Madsen
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Search Committee
Search Committee Update
by: Arlene White

The Vestry and the Search Committee continue the search process for a full time rector
for St. Alban’s.  We continue to wait for applications to be sent to the Search Committee
from the Bishop’s office.  The Search Committee is ready to work this summer on
reviewing applications and screening candidates in the hope of finding the individual we
have described in our Parish Profile and Transition Collect.

We continue to solicit your prayers and will keep you apprised of progress made.

Dee Rinehart - Committee Chairperson

As a form of stewardship that reaches beyond administrative responsibility and nurtures our own as well as the
spiritual health of the entire parish, Vestry members have been actively praying during the past several years
for the well-being of randomly assigned members of the congregation.  In this period of our nation’s moral
reckoning over unceasing social injustice and inequality, and near the end of an extraordinary period of
physical separation from one another caused by the COVID pandemic, it seems appropriate to share with
everyone this prayer offered since the first of the year as part of St. Alban’s 2020 Vestry Prayer Project.

Heavenly Father bless St. Alban’s Parish and all its members. Guide us daily to love one another, to
strive for justice and peace among all people and to respect the dignity of every human being. May your
love and grace abide with us this day, and especially with: Al Rayne, Audrey and Vern Rivers, Peggy
Selser, Bev and Geoff Smoot, Susannah and David Southern, Laura and Kevin Southern, Dee and Harry
Rinehart, Debbie and Rico Rossi, Chris Sabas, Patty Serkes, and Rachael and Stan Shedaker. Amen.

Of course, some of these words are familiar. Nothing in our Christian tradition is more fundamental than
baptism, and for me, the strength and beauty of the language contained in our Book of Common Prayer is
nowhere more evident than in the introductory section of the Baptismal Covenant. This liturgy asks several
times Do you believe? In God the Father, in Jesus Christ his only Son, and in the power of the Holy Spirit? To
this initial series of questions, we reaffirm our faith by repeating elements of the Nicene Creed.

Then the nature of the questions, of the challenges, changes. We are asked how we will live our faith. Will you
persevere in resisting evil …? Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons …? Will you strive for justice and
peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? To these we pledge: I will, with God’s
help.

Page through our website and reread our Parish Profile to be reminded how our thriving Christian community
at St. Alban’s upholds in myriad ways these moral principles and foundations of faith. And consider again
how our lives are blessed in myriad ways by one another.

Vestry Voice By: Victor Evans
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COVID-19 has far-reaching consequences that will be with us for
a while. “Hope Practices,” healthy habits that will serve us in the
long run, can help us cope. We found some good ideas from
Richard Hendrick, a Franciscan friar in Ireland. Here are a few:

Look at the sky; to do so draws you up and out of your thoughts.

Live seasonally; enter fully the joy and the beauty of each one as
it arises and then do not cling to them as they bid you farewell.

Living plants are better than cut flowers, but always try and have
a little of nature near you.

Plant seeds. Grow a garden, and, if possible eat from it. It will
teach you your dependence on the earth for bodily sustenance.

Sing, hum, whistle; let music be part of you, especially the music
that arises unbidden and seems to come from deep within.

Spend time with the very young and the very old, both will help
you be yourself again.

Speak less. Listen more. Pause before you post anything online.

Be polite and thankful towards those who have the job of serving
you—waiting staff, shop assistants, cleaners—and remember
that everyone you meet has a story at least as complicated as
yours.

Bend, stretch, move, dance; do not become confined in or
separated from your body, honor it with respect and kindness.
Tell it you love it until you do. Rest.

Draw, paint, doodle, play with color and shapes, and as you do
so watch what emerges. Do not characterize it as good or bad.

Compare yourself with no one. There is no universal map for a
human life, but there is a universal destiny: to become love.

Watch the dawn and the dusk often, both are great teachers in
their own way.

Seek truth always. Be open to the fact that you could always be
wrong.

Teach yourself the value of unstimulated solitude.

Let your eyes rest on books more than screens. Read the older
stories. If they are still with us it is because they have much to
teach us still.

Finally, before all else and above all else: act justly, love tenderly,
and walk humbly with your God.

Hope Practices
from Joseph House Newsletter

St. Alban’s Book Discussion Group:
Brian McLaren writes about adventures, epiphanies,
and spiritual connection in his most recent book, The
Galapagos Islands: A Spiritual Journey. Some of you
also might recall that he was a speaker at one of the
Diocese of Easton’s conventions a few years ago. He’s
an excellent writer, teacher, preacher and lover of
turtles.

Why study this book now? During this time of upheaval
when many of us are refocusing our energies and
reordering priorities, we may be able to learn something
about our connection to one another by reconsidering
our relationship to the natural world. Brian McLaren
takes us on his journey and shares his personal story
and observations: What can we learn from him? Our
own Brian Raygor has visited the Galapagos Islands,
also, and he has much to share about his time there.
Join us!

Although the first session has be held, please join us on
the remaining  Monday evenings  at 7:00 on Zoom. The
dates are:
  Jul 6, 7:00 PM,  Jul 13,  7:00 PM,

Jul 20, 7:00 PM Jul 27,  7:00 PM,
Aug 3, 7:00 PM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/93297544207?pwd=OFNVMmRETlR
6bHNDa01rT0JrajlFQT09

Meeting ID: 932 9754 4207 Password: 460457
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,93297544207#,,,,0#,,460457#
Germantown
+16465588656,,93297544207#,,,,0#,,460457# NY

Let us know if you’d like to be part of this group.
Beth Jones: jhochmuth@aol.com
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Road to Seminary Update -Suz Southern
First let me say how wonderful it was to see some of you at the Pray for Justice vigil recently. Even through the sweat

and bugs, we let the community know (even the naysayers) that we are people of faith and we believe God wants justice
and peace for all. You make me so proud.

For seminary preparations, I still have not heard any further updates from Sewanee regarding what our
classroom/school situation will be like in the fall, but I trust they are still working out small details which will all become
clear to me as I move in and attend orientation. It certainly is a leap of faith! But I am confident God has a hand in everything
that will unfold in the next few months, and beyond. For once in my life, I am not worried.

I would like to take a moment and thank the people who have received our fundraising/sponsorship letter and
responded with such generosity. You have certainly helped to ease our worries as we transition into packing and moving
mode. We have been so humbled and blessed by your support. For those of you who were not sure what Dave will be
up to while I am studying, he is moving his woodworking business, David Southern Designs, to Sewanee while we are
living there. The housing office has assigned us a house with a garage which will make his woodshop possible, and we
are so thankful for that.

Before we leave on July 31st, I hope I have the opportunity to worship with you in person as diocesan and CDC
guidelines permit. Much love to you all! Thank you for your continued prayers.
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BrodyMighty Manfred

Carter

Glock

Miso

Bailey

Megan Pomeroy & Sam Hotton
Pet Picture of their Dog Bailey.

Megan Caton Carter’s Dogs: Carter, Golden Retriever 6 months - Glock, Belgian Malinois 8 years old - Miso, Dutch
Sheppard 10 years old-recently retired from the Salisbury Police Department after 9 years of service. He was a
multi purpose dog.

Donna Parks: Mighty Manfred the
Wonder Dog”. He is about 60 years
old. He isn’t very active. Ha ha!

Stephanie: Brody, Corgi 7 years
old is a rescue that rescued us!

Eleanor Roosevelt
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