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“Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel to
say your nightly prayer. And let faith be the bridge
you build to overcome evil and welcome good.”
                          - Maya Angelou

Happy Thanksgiving



This is our identity as a parish,
which we articulated with
these words. We endeavor
to follow Christ in welcoming

“all sorts and conditions of
[humanity].” We offer baptism

and eucharist to all, and the pastoral offices
of  reconciliation, ministry to the sick, and
Christian burial to those who ask. We do not
discriminate with regard to gender, ethnicity,
or sexual orientation or identity, or mental
capacity. With regard to marriage, our
policy is to meet all couples desiring a
Christian wedding. The legal requirements,
both civil and church, must be met. We do
not discriminate on the basis of gender.
However, the clergy may decline to officiate
for other reasons.

Published monthly: Send ar�cles & photos
by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
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There will be one 9:30am Zoom
Service with in-person worship.

● Reservations for attendance are required
every week due to limited seating.

● Make your reservation by 10am Thursday
morning by calling or emailing the office.

● Covenant for Regathering and Guidelines
for Attending Worship/Events must be
signed & on file. Copies are available at the
door on Sunday, or request for a copy from the
office.

● When you check in Sunday morning, you
may sit anywhere there is a number in a
pew or red chair.  Ask the Vestry Person
of the Day if you have any questions.

St. Alban's: Christ-Centered,
Radically Embracing People and Creation

Herald

Physical Address
302 St. Albans Drive
Salisbury, MD 21804

Office Hours: Monday -Thursday
8:00 am - 12 Noon

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 1511
Salisbury, MD 21802

Phone 410-742-6595
Emergency Pager 410-380-7052

stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com

www.stalbanssalisbury.com

facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
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Sunday Worship
9:30 AM

JOIN US FOR

mailto:stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com
www.stalbanssalisbury.com
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDING BISHOP:

WHAT WOULD LOVE DO?
(Article from Seek & Serve Episcopal Relief & Development Fall 2020 Issue)

The rising death toll from COVID-19 across the
country and around the world shakes us and our
faith as never before. The protests and calls for
justice following the murders of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery and many
others are reshaping and heightening the public
debate about race relations in our country. We
are living through a polarized political season
unlike any before in modern times. God both
challenges and guides us during this time of
unprecedented pain and turmoil.

As I wrote in my April 2020 Word to the Church,
God’s rubric of love shows us the way through
these tumultuous times, transforming them into
something closer to the Kingdom of God on earth.
Indeed, the question we should all be asking is:
How can unselfish, sacrificial love get us through
what we are facing and bring us to a better
place?

What would love do? Love is the community
praying together, in ways old and new. Love
finds a path in this transformed world to build
church communities around being in relationship
with God. Love supports Christians in spiritual
practices. Prayer, meditation, study. Turn, learn,
pray, worship, bless, go, rest.

What would love do? Love calls us to care for our
neighbors and for our enemies. Love calls us to
attend to those in prison, to those who are
homeless, to those in poverty, to children,
immigrants and refugees. Love calls us to be in
relationship with those with whom we disagree.

What would love do? To you, who so generously
support the transformative work of Episcopal
Relief & Development, love calls you to continue
to sow seeds of lasting change. It calls you to
give children and families around the world the
assistance they need to flourish, now and for
years to come.

The love I’m referring to isn’t a feeling; it is a
choice. And it’s one we make over and over,
every day of our lives. That is how we are going
to get through our present crises and build the
Kingdom of God on earth.

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry

Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church

Bens Red Swings Clean Up Day
Saturday, November 28, 9AM

All ages welcome. Please bring work gloves,
rakes, pitchforks, wheelbarrows
(if you have them).

Coffee, donuts, bagels provided.
Volunteer work hours available for students
Questions? katherinelayton17@yahoo.com

mailto:stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com
www.stalbanssalisbury.com
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
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Senior Warden’s Article
November 2020

Arlene White

When November arrives, our thoughts usually turn to
THANKSGIVING – time with family and friends, great food, time
off from work or study.  But THIS Thanksgiving will be anything
but usual.....  Will we be able to be with family and friends
safely?  Will we be able to share a bountiful table, knowing
many people have lost their jobs, their homes, their lives due
to the pandemic this year?

And yet, the above Bible verse suggests that we should
��Rejoice always!
��Pray continually!
��Give thanks in all circumstances!

That’s a pretty tall order given what we have seen and
experienced this year, isn’t it?

It asks each of us to reach deep down into our faith and believe that God has our back,
that His love, grace and mercy are sufficient – regardless of how life seems to us at any
given moment.  We are asked to give Him thanks always, sharing our prayers, our wishes,
our doubts – allowing Him to make us whole and confident, able to walk the path He
has placed before us.  Each Sunday, during the Lord’s Prayer, we ask that God’s will
be done in our lives.  The rest of the week, He asks us to live our lives exactly that way.

And collectively, we still have much for which to be thankful at St. Alban’s.  We have
a space where we can safely worship as well as have the technology to reach out to
others.  We have a Search Committee and Vestry who continue to provide leadership
during this time of transition.  We have been and continue to be blessed by priests like
Barbara Anne, Laura and now Deacon Alisha.  They lift us up each week with God’s
message of love and hope.  We have members who have been faithful in their giving
which allows us, in turn, to provide for each other and also for those less fortunate
than us.

God is indeed good.  Let us rejoice and give thanks!
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2020 St. Francis Day Blessing
of the Animals Success

by: Mike Mathers

From adversity can come many blessings, and the pets
of St. Alban's found one on St. Francis Day this past
October. Normally, our Blessing of the Animals
tradition has been to bring only toys, leashes, or other
items connected to the beloved animals of the parish,
but not to actually bring all of the animals inside the
church. However, there was no reason to exclude our furry congregants from attending a COVID safe
blessing held outside on the maze grounds on October 4th.

We thank Nancy Linck for performing the service, leading attendees in the prayer of St. Francis, and
blessing the very good dogs and their owners who were present. Cats, dogs and other pets have
surely been a salvation for many of the people isolating and quarantining this year and it was
wonderful to offer our gratitude to them as instruments of God's creation.

Your property team has been busy during this time of limited building use.

● If you’ve driven by, you’ve seen that work continues on the replacement of the flat roof (over
the classrooms, choir room, and offices).   We anticipate this work being completed very soon.

● We had painters in the building during the first week in October.  Newly painted rooms include
the classrooms, choir room, Rector’s office, nursery, and bathrooms.

● The small bathrooms in the rear of the church have had the ‘Men’ and ‘Women’ signs removed
to comply with a newly passed city ordinance requiring single-person restrooms to be unisex.

● The larger bathrooms near the parish hall have been temporarily marked as single-person (or
family) bathrooms to allow for social distancing.  Internal locks were added to their doors to
support this policy.

● We are moving from Verizon internet and phone service to Comcast in the coming weeks.  This
will greatly increase our internet bandwidth.  Once the installation is complete, wireless access
points will be added to the Nave and Parish Hall so that Wi-Fi will be available throughout the
building.  Until that is complete, Tech Team members have been/will continue to be using their
personal phones as hot spots during the Zoom services as the current Verizon service is not
reliable for videoconferencing.  Thank you Tech Team!

● Through our grant partnership with the Lower Shore Land Trust, we have had rain gutters
installed along the north-facing wall of the Nave.  Their downspouts will be used to fill a water
cistern that will be available for those who use the community garden.

● The second component of the grant is the installation of a native plant pollinator garden near
the solar panels.  Coinciding with this is a “Restoring Pollinator Habitat” webinar at 7:00 pm on
Wednesday, October 21.  This webinar is free and open to all.  To receive the link for the webinar,
e-mail the Lower Shore Land Trust at info@LowerShoreLandTrust.org

Church Property Update By: Brian Raygor
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Here are some highlights from our meeting in October:

EXTERNAL PROPERTY
��LABYRINTH - R&R Coatings has pressure washed the surface, making it ready for painting. They haven't

scheduled the painting because they are looking for multiple consecutive days of dry weather in the
forecast while balancing their existing work schedule. But we are in the pipeline, and it should be
completed soon.

��POLLINATOR WORKSHOP - Was a success. We had about 8 people show up to the virtual event, most of
whom were not affiliated with the church. So, it was a good opportunity for us to get ourselves in front of a
new audience. This will continue to be the case as we proceed with further workshops and the construction
portion of the project -- on the cistern, the pollinator habitat and eventually the rain garden.

��OUTDOOR SIGNS – have been changed to the time for 1 service to reflect our worship schedule.
INTERNAL PROPERTY
��COMCAST – The line to the building has been installed.  Internet connection promised to happen soon.  Wi-Fi

wiring cannot be completed until after Comcast is done with the internet connection.
��ROOF – The skylights still have not arrived.  There was new water damage in the nursery the weekend of

10/25.  Workmen have been on site working on metal around the edges of the roof.  We still have not been
given a completion date.

��PAINTING – Has been completed.  Star Painting has taken $500 off the bill as a donation, leaving the final
cost at $3000.  3 chalkboards have been taken down with several remaining.  We have the leftover paint if
touch ups need to be done.  White boards, markers and erasers will be purchased soon, using Campaign
2020 funds approved by the congregation last year.

FINANCES
��The audit should be completed by next month.
��The Stewardship Campaign is completed.  We thank all those who returned pledges as this helped to

establish a major portion of the income side of the budget.
��2021 Budget, containing comments from the Finance Committee, was discussed in preparation for the

Annual Meeting on November 22.  Subsequent drafts will evolve after discussions with the congregation at
the Annual Meeting and end of year financial reporting.

WORSHIP
��A new laptop had to be purchased in order to continue to Zoom Sunday services.  The one that Barbara

Anne had donated no longer worked.
��ADVENT SERVICES - The colors used for services this year will be purple instead of blue. We are currently

verifying our ability to use the advent wreath during services, but if we can, then we will ask the closest
lector to step up to light the candle.  We are working on a plan for the Holy Family to travel between many
homes during Advent.  Stay tuned for more information and pictures.

��CHRISTMAS EVE / CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES- In consideration of the cleaning obligations, and attendance
restrictions at the church, there will be only 1 live Christmas Eve service, and there will not be a Christmas
Day service. The time for the Christmas Eve service is TBD.   Veronica and the choir are working on a play
list of sorts, incorporating the concept of Lessons and Carols. Members will be able to access the readings
and music on YouTube during the holidays, based on their own schedule.

��BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS on 10/4 went well, look for pictures and a short report in the November Herald.
��2nd PRAYER FOR JUSTICE VIGIL on 10/17- Very low attendance, but several appreciative honks. Possible

causes are no longer being in the middle of the "cultural moment" or relying on the e-Pistle to announce
rather than a special all congregation email like last time.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
��Stay tuned for information regarding a virtual class using the Living Compass Advent study guide.

FELLOWSHIP
��Stay tuned for information about 2 activities for 2021: sale of St. Alban’s favorite soups and a variation on

the SERVICES side of our auction.
Article continued on page 7

mailto:shelly_madsen@yahoo.com.
mailto:shelly_madsen@yahoo.com.
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We are 79% of the way through the year and have received 74% of our annual pledges. At this time last year, we had received 85%
of our annual pledges.

We have almost reached our 2020 Capital Campaign pledge total. We have received 96% of the funds pledged and are just $3,578
away from fully funding the campaign.  Good job, keep up the good work and thank you all.

If you would like to receive a year-to-date statement of your
giving, please contact Shelly at shelly_madsen@yahoo.com or
443-944-1684.

2021 pledge cards have been mailed out. Thank you to the 47
units who have turned in a pledge. If you have not yet
submitted your 2021 pledge, please do so as soon as possible,
as the finance committee and vestry are working now to finalize
the 2021 budget so it can be presented at the November
annual meeting. Your financial support not only helps keep the
church operating, but a strong financial position is a selling
point to any potential rector.

Church officers and vestry members have worked hard to control expenses this year. Even though income is down this year vs last
due to corona-related disruptions, as of the end of September, our spending is well under budget and $10,422 less than income
calendar year-to-date. (It should be noted, though, that if we had been paying a full-time rector this year, our spending would be
higher than our income has been.)

Pledge cards and offerings can be sent to the parish post office box, put in the offering plate on a Sunday morning or emailed to
shelly_madsen@yahoo.com. Thank you everyone for your financial support of St Alban’s!

St Alban’s, PO Box 1511, Salisbury, MD  21802

By: Shelly Madsen
Pledge Secretary

RE-OPENING TASK FORCE
��Three 12 Step Groups have returned to our parish hall.  They have signed Covenant and Guidelines forms.

They have agreed to do the cleaning that we have to put in place to maintain everyone’s safety.  We have
purchased the necessary supplies and will use the money from their donations for the use of the building to
pay for those supplies.

ANNUAL MEETING
��The Annual Meeting will be held on November 22, after the 9:30 a.m. service.  There will be a brief pause

between the service and the meeting.  Annual reports will be available prior to the meeting. Voting for
Vestry members (Richard Hunter, Nancy Linck, Mike Mathers) and 2022 Convention Delegates (Beth Jones,
Brian Raygor) will take place.  Nominations will also be accepted from the floor that day.  Voting procedures
for those present and those Zooming will be explained soon.

STAFF APPRECIATION
��Staff Appreciation will take place in November.  This will be a way to thank Stephanie Conway, our

Administrative Assistant, Veronica Tomanek, our Organist and Choir Director and Debbie Jo Denson, our
Bookkeeper for all that they do for us.

If you have any questions, please contact a Vestry member listed in the bulletin each Sunday.  Our meetings are on
Zoom and are open to everyone.  Just let Stephanie know if you need the link.

mailto:shelly_madsen@yahoo.com.
mailto:shelly_madsen@yahoo.com.
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Search Committee
Dee Rinehart - Committee Chairperson

Update on Our Search

The Search Committee reopened our search at the beginning of September
through the national church listings and the Transitional Ministry Conference
until the end of October. Any applicant material will be submitted to Canon
Collins in Easton and be subject to a preliminary or “Red Flag” check before the
names are submitted to our committee at the end of the eight week period.
Canon Collins advised us that fewer clergy are looking for a new parish at this
time of the year. We also are facing a resurgence of the Covid-19 epidemic, which
means that we may have few applicants and may beed to extend our “open” status
again. The Search Committee will meet in the first week of November to make
that decision. Meanwhile, we wait and pray.

The Bible tells us about an extraordinary practice in ancient Israel
called the Year of Jubilee. This came around once every fifty years,

and it was a time when all slaves and prisoners were set free and every
debt was forgiven. God set it up for the people of Israel because He
wanted to communicate in a human way what His mercy was like, and it
looked like freedom for everyone, no matter their burden or debt.

Everyone’s debts were different. I bet some were only fifty dollars and some owed what
would be millions. The point of the celebration was to say God’s mercy wipes all our debts

clean, whether we’ve blown it in big ways or just failed to show up when it mattered. It’s all the
same in God’s economy.

Each of us starts in a different place when we choose to follow Jesus. The debts we owe reflect the different lives
we’ve lived. The cost of discipleship looks different from person to person. Some of us have to give up our need to
be the center of attention, and some of us need the courage to find our voices. What feels like a sacrifice to you
might come naturally to your neighbors. They’re just facing a different kind of battle.

Following Jesus costs each of us something different, but mercy looks the same for all of us. It looks like God
letting us off the hook for the ways we’ve fallen short and a celebration for all of us because Jesus covered the cost.

From Live in Grace, Walk in Love by Bob Goff
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2020 Advent Season theme is
Practicing Hope with All Your Heart, Soul,
Strength, and Mind.

Living Compass Advent Study beginning Soon!
ALL ARE VIRTUALLY WELCOME!

Living Compass Advent Book hard copies and
Digital Downloads of  both the Spanish/English
versions of the digital study book will be
available soon!

Books, Zoom Links, Digital Download links, Study Calendar, and more
details will be forthcoming.

By: Jeremy Cox

So what is the huge plastic thing on our property? It's a cistern!
It was delivered earlier this fall as part of our efforts to make
our property greener. Funded by a Chesapeake Bay Trust grant,
the 530-gallon cistern is designed to treat rainwawter flowing
off up to 1,100 square feet of impervious surface. Newly
installed gutters toward the rear of the building will carry the
water to the cistern. Our project partner, the Lower Shore Land
Trust, hopes to complete the project in the spring.

Mystery Picture
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CONGRATULATIONS
ALISHA KING AND

CHRIS SABAS!



THE ORDINATION TO DIACONATE SERVICE, OCTOBER 11, 2020
PHOTOS BY DONNA PARKS AND DEE RINEHART
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A group of volunteers built two entry way stairs for a home in Berlin on October 3.  It
was a beautiful day to work outside and 91 year old Ms. Bowen now has a safe way to
get in and out of her house.  Thank you to all the volunteers: George Demko, Ron Walsh,
Katherine West, Charles Dimola and Shelly Madsen.  If you are interested in working
on a future CHM build, please let Shelly know. shelly_madsen@yahoo.com

REOPENING TASK FORCE REPORT
We continue to find new ways to worship God and love our neighbor at St. Alban’s during the
pandemic restrictions. We did a lot of careful preparation for the ordination to the Diaconate of
Alisha King and Chris Sabas on Oct. 11. Our planning paid off with a glorious and safe celebration
where we were able to have 52 people present, and maintain proper social distancing.

We continue to welcome back Twelve Step user groups. We are getting requests from new user groups who have
heard that we are welcoming user groups back, and that we maintain strict safety standards. When we told the
groups about the cost of the cleaning service doing disinfection after each use, the cost was too high for them. We
have therefore bought CDC approved disinfectants and have developed a protocol for disinfection. Using this protocol,
we plan to start allowing parishioners to enter through the red doors soon for Sunday worship, with routine disinfection
of touched surfaces in the parish hall after the service. We are working on improvements in our sound system. We
hope to soon be able to save our Zoom broadcasts of Sunday services, and make them available online.

I welcome questions and ideas about reopening.

Jim Cockey (james.cockey@gmail.com)

By: Jim Cockey



A Message from The Rev. Chris Sabas, Deacon

Father Rob and Chris Sabas
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Words cannot express my gratefulness and love for the St Albans
family for providing such a beautiful ordination service.  I know
so many of you were disappointed that much had to be
‘streamlined’ in light of our current Covid-19 reality.  However,
even without a reception and party, I will forever cherish the day.

I now begin my ministry at St. Andrews, Princess Anne, as the
‘Deacon in Residence.’ Its current rector, Fr. Rob Lawes, accepted
a call in NJ; his last Sunday will be Christ the King Sunday. After
that, I will be providing the needed pastoral presence for the
community.  Rev. Laura Dorsey will also be celebrating Eucharist
from time to time.

With much appreciation to Carrie Connelly for the lovely stole.

A Deacon's First Sunday At Work

The Rev. Alisha King, Deacon

St. Alban's welcomed Alisha back on October 18th.  We were thrilled that she was able to
preach her first sermon as a deacon to us and that she will be with us until the end of the
year.  She looked great in the stole that Carrie Connelly made for her (and Chris) on
behalf of St. Alban's for her ordination.  We look forward to having Alisha back in the life
of our church.
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A degree of normalcy has returned to Sunday in-person worship at St.
Alban’s. Several weeks ago, a new seating configuration for the Nave
and Chancel, reflected in the accompanying graphic, was formally
approved by the Reopening Task Force, Vestry and Diocese. The result
is an inviting and spacious room for worship.

This scheme provides a total of 54 COVID-compliant single seats with 6-foot spacing between them.
Forty-two seats are located in the Nave with 12 in the Chancel. This arrangement worked very well for
the large attendance at the Deaconate Ordination Service for Alisha King and Chris Sabas held on
Sunday, October 11th.

All compliant seat locations shown with a green dot are now labeled with a seat number. Any individual
can seat in these seats, except for the two Lector chairs in front. Due to close placement and fixed
positioning of pews this solution requires use of alternating pew rows. Those rows not used have
ribbons blocking entry on the center aisle.
Rows of chairs at the rear of the Nave include non-compliant extra chairs that can be used to
accommodate families or living units seated together. In addition to minimizing the number of chairs to
store, this provides multiple locations where groups of as many as four people can sit.

All the 24 choir chairs were moved to storage, along with 18 red chairs. Small pieces of blue tape on
floor now mark chair row alignments and center aisle chair placements. To maintain COVID distance
requirements, no chair should be moved.

Until the cleaning protocols used by outside groups meeting in the Parish Hall are routinized, on most
Sundays parishioners will continue to access the Nave via the office corridor and to use the bathrooms
located there. Along with mandatory mask wearing, the new seating configuration and current
operational protocols prioritize the health safety of all parish members returning for in-person worship.

By: Vic Evans
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TROY CHANNELL
By: Arlene White

On October 16, 2020, Dr. Charles Wight,
president of Salisbury University, presented
to Pam Channell the posthumous diploma
awarded to her son, Troy who passed away
earlier this year.

Troy was majoring in Computer Science in
the Henson School of Science.

Others attending were officials from the
university, friends of the family, Dr. Maarten
Pereboom, friend and dean of the Fulton
School of Liberal Arts and Dr. Arlene White.

God is everywhere. There
is no place God is not…
You cry out to Him,
‘Where art Thou, my God?’
And He answers, ‘I am
present, my child!
I am always beside you.’

St. Joseph the Hesychast

Photo Submitted by:
Dr. Maarten Pereboom
Dean, Fulton School of Liberal Arts
Salisbury University

St. Alban’s and
Community News

Waiting is a sign of hope, and every day that passes we are growing stronger in that virtue (and
to live in virtue means “to be set right within”). Grave concerns loom large for everyone, like heavy
clouds that won’t go away. The health and safety of  so many people. The dire economic impact of
layoffs and shutdowns. Who can fathom it all? When the world seems out of  control, it is helpful to
focus on the things we can control. Little things that spread hope and joy make a big difference, in
the same way a single candle shines brightly in a pitch black room.
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