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Fall Salisbury Sunset     Photo by : Stephanie Conway

Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and

today and forever."
Hebrews 13:8

Though the world changes,
circumstances change,

people change, you change and,
in the fall the leafs change, yet…



This is our identity as a parish,
which we articulated with
these words. We endeavor
to follow Christ in welcoming

“all sorts and conditions of
[humanity].” We offer baptism

and eucharist to all, and the pastoral offices
of  reconciliation, ministry to the sick, and
Christian burial to those who ask. We do not
discriminate with regard to gender, ethnicity,
or sexual orientation or identity, or mental
capacity. With regard to marriage, our
policy is to meet all couples desiring a
Christian wedding. The legal requirements,
both civil and church, must be met. We do
not discriminate on the basis of gender.
However, the clergy may decline to officiate
for other reasons.

Published monthly: Send ar�cles & photos
by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
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Limited Seating In-Person Regathering
Services: Sunday at 9:30 am.

Services will continue to be held via Zoom.

We require you to make a
reservation Every Week for

In-person attendance.

Make a Reservation by 10am on Thursday.
Please register EVERY week with Stephanie by
calling the office at 410-742-6595 or email to

stalbanssalibury@gmail.com.

Your Covenant for Regathering and
Guidelines for Attending Worship/Events

must be signed and on file.
Please email the office if you need a copy, or copies

will be available at the door on Sunday morning.

St. Alban's: Christ-Centered,
Radically Embracing People and Creation

Herald

Physical Address
302 St. Albans Drive
Salisbury, MD 21804

Office Hours: Monday -Thursday
8:00 am - 12 Noon

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 1511
Salisbury, MD 21802

Phone 410-742-6595
Emergency Pager 410-380-7052

stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com

www.stalbanssalisbury.com

facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury

M

E

N

A

A

F

For every angel fluttering through the
skies, there is a divine counterpart
here on earth.  Each of us has a golden
celestial self just waiting to be
awakened.  Allow the angel waiting
within you to emerge in expressions of
loving thoughts and kindnesses.

-Liesl Vazquez

Angels'     CornerC
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“Road trip!”  This phrase may bring back a variety of memories to those of us of a
certain age......  Family road trips as we were growing up – day long or longer
vacation-like adventures – off to see relatives or friends or explore some new part of
the country.  Sports road trips as our team played away games or tournaments just
down the road or across the bridge (!).  College road trips during spring break with
roommates, sorority or fraternity brothers – perhaps some alcohol involved, sleeping
on friends’ couches or floors, beach trips – all designed to create memorable times
together.  Girls’ / guys’ road trips as friendships were made (or broken) due to
strange travel accommodations, not enough money or making the money stretch until
only pennies were left, along with great memories of good times spent together.

There were almost always mix-ups in directions, wrong turns made, a good and bad
sampling of road side stops for food or bathroom breaks, interesting scenery, inside
jokes and those (in)famous backseat drivers......  maps before there were GPS and
Ways, handwritten directions instead of cell phones to call and ask for information,
often lots of split second decisions to be made.

Bob Goff, in his Live with Grace, Walk in Love devotional says that life with Jesus
sometimes feels a lot like a road trip.  “God doesn’t give us detailed maps to follow;
He gives us people to go with.  It doesn’t matter which direction we go, because He’s
more concerned about whom we become along the way than where we go with our
lives.  And the people around us are the ones who will shape us – they’ll remind us
who we are and what’s most important when we get off track.  So who are the friends
you call to ride shotgun with you in life?”

By: Arlene White
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Senior Warden’s Article
October 2020

Arlene White

A QUIET LOVE
I know that I talked a bit about LOVE in August but in these challenging
times, it is a topic that perhaps bears repeating.  Also in these times of
political debates, protests, uncomfortable confrontations where your
ears start to hurt from the all the noise that surrounds you on a much too
regular basis, it can be that QUIET LOVE that can be heard above the
tumult.

Instead of us physically passing the peace, shaking hands or hugging, we
are asked each week in the bulletin to call one person and offer them
the peace and LOVE of Christ.  When I do this, I find that everyone is so
pleased to have been thought of in this way.  Sometimes we just need to
listen.  Sometimes we just need to pray for this person and his or her
circumstances.  It is not flashy or attention seeking in any way; it is a
simple and quiet way to follow the Way of LOVE.  It allows us to extend
our arms virtually around the family and community we call St. Alban’s.

By having this type of family and
community, each of us in turn should
hopefully feel comfortable to reach
out when we ourselves need that
QUIET LOVE.  We all have those days
filled with hardship, pain or sadness
when some expression of kindness
could make all the difference.  Let us
care for one another and for ourselves
so that God’s LOVE, grace and mercy
may be evident in our lives.
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By: Mike Mathers

Animal lovers of St. Alban's, please bring your pets for our annual
blessing of the animals in honor of St. Francis Day. We will gather
on Sunday, 10/4 at 1:30pm on the maze adjacent to our parking lot
where your pet can receive a blessing. Because this event will be
held outside, you may bring your actual dog or other animal,
provided they are in some way secured, or you may bring a favorite
toy, blanket or other representative item to receive the prayers.

St. Francis Day Blessing of the Animals

St. Alban’s continues to carefully move forward toward safely reopening our doors to more and more
activities, and getting to our new normal.  We have now been worshipping in the nave for almost two
months, as well as broadcasting services live via Zoom.  Our Tech Team (Katherine and Alex West,
Beth Jones, Widmy Joseph, Maddie Raygor) have been ensuring that our Zoom broadcasting works
during the service and are also brainstorming ways of improving our telecommunications.

Vic Evans has used his design and computer skills to help us configure seating for both parish hall
and nave.  The Vestry has approved a new seating pattern for the nave which is awaiting approval
from the Diocesan Reopening Task Force.  We hope to have it in place soon.  It will markedly increase
our seating capacity for services.

We are preparing for Sunday, Oct. 11, when Bishop San comes for his annual visitation, and our two
Diaconate candidates, Alisha King and Chris Sabas, will be ordained as deacons.  We are urging all
who plan to attend to be sure that they have their signed Covenant and Guidelines documents on file
with the office and have reserved a place with the office.  In case of an overflow crowd, we have will
be able to broadcast the service into the parish hall, using the seating already in place for user groups.
Because of COVID-19 restrictions, there will be no reception after the service.

The large Friday night Twelve Step group has been meeting regularly for a month.  We are trying to
get other groups back expeditiously.  The extra usage entails extra cleaning cost per CDC, MDH and
Diocesan guidelines, and we are working with the groups to cover that cost.

There has been a small group of regulars attending the in-person services.  St. Alban’s has done a
very good job of maintaining safe practices against COVID-19.  We have truly lived into the Covenant
and Guidelines documents.  As one of the church’s seniors, I have felt safe, which I believe to be the
case with all who have attended.

Reopening Update
By: Jim Cockey
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OCTOBER 2020
Here are some highlights from our meeting in September; please pay particular attention to
highlighted calendar events:

��Please plan to attend the Blessing of the Animals on Sunday, October 4 at 1:30 p.m. on the
labyrinth.  Bring your furry friend or its favorite toy or picture.

��The work on the resurfacing of the labyrinth should begin soon.
��Fall Outdoors Clean-Up Day is Saturday, October 10.  Help spruce up our property prior to the

Bishop’s Annual Visit.  Contact Jeremy Cox for sign up information jcoxreporter@yahoo.com
��Please be sure to have your signed COVENANT and GUIDELINES on file for whenever you may

choose to return to the sanctuary, particularly if you are planning to attend on October 11
which is the Bishop’s Annual Visit and the ordination to the diaconate for Chris Sabas and
Alisha King.  Frieda Malcolm will be preaching.  We have made arrangements for the parish
hall to be available to broadcast the service there too.  We will still ask people to remain 6’
apart and wear masks.
Please write a note to both Chris and Alisha and mail or bring it to church by Friday, October 9
to present along with some other gifts.

��There will be another PRAYER VIGIL for victims of violence on October 17 on Mt. Hermon Road.
Stay tuned for details

��We are waiting for our internet service with Comcast to be connected.  This will allow us to
have a stronger and more stable signal to broadcast our services on Zoom.  Our user groups
have also asked about the possibility of internet access in the parish hall and we will be
installing cables to facilitate that.

��Several 12 Step Groups have returned to our parish hall.  They have signed Covenant and
Guidelines forms.  They have agreed to pay for any extra cleaning that we have to put in place
to maintain everyone’s safety.

��The flat roof repairs have still not been completed.  We had a new and rather large leak in the
nursery recently.

��Our2020 Stewardship Campaign has begun!!! October 4th is the deadline to return pledge
forms AND puzzle pieces to the church.  Your pledges allow us to create a more realistic
budget for 2021.

��Vestry members are working on their tentative budgets for 2021 which are due to the Finance
Committee by September 30th.  The Finance Committee will be comparing those requests
against the pledges and other income to create a draft for the Annual Meeting November 22.

��The search process for a new rector has begun again with a new deadline of October 31 to
receive applications.

��Judy Gracey, Alisha King and Maarten Pereboom have been selected for the Nominating
Committee.  They will be looking for potential Vestry members to serve from 2021-2023 and
delegates to the 2022 Diocesan Convention.  Please answer your phone or email and see how
you can serve.

If you have any questions, please contact a Vestry member listed in the bulletin each Sunday.  Our
meetings are on Zoom and are open to everyone.  Just let Stephanie know if you need the link.
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We are 71% of the way through the year and have received 67% of our annual pledges.
At this time last year, we had received 78%.
We have received 94% of the funds pledged for the capital campaign.

If you would like to receive a year-to-date statement of your giving, please contact Shelly
at shelly_madsen@yahoo.com or 443-944-1684.

2021 pledge cards have been mailed out.  Please return the completed card and puzzle
piece to St. Albans by October 4, 2020.  Making sure the parish in a strong financial
position will help make us more attractive to candidates for our open rector position.
The Vestry and Finance Committee are working hard to control the parish expense
budget, but we need your financial contributions to make the income budget equally
sound.

Pledge cards and offerings can be sent to the parish post office box or put in the offering
plate on a Sunday morning.

Thank you everyone for your financial support of St Alban’s!
St Alban’s
PO Box 1511
Salisbury, MD  21802

Shelly Madsen
Pledge Secretary

By: Shelly Madsen
Pledge Secretary



Page 8  |  Saint Alban’s Herald

Search Committee
Dee Rinehart - Committee Chairperson

In late August, after much prayer and deliberation, the search committee decided
to request that Canon Collins reopen our search for a new rector until the end of
October. Canon Collins, our Diocesan Transition Officer, is active on our behalf
and has sent:

 “This past week, the Transition Ministry Conference was held via Zoom under a
different format due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Under this revised format, only
clergy and ‘unicorn’ parishes were presented.

A ‘unicorn’ parish is a parish that is unique in some way.  I presented St. Alban’s
as a unicorn because of the 0% interest loan that the congregation is willing to
make in order to help a new clergy person secure housing in the Salisbury area.  I
wanted to let you know that this was received with interest.  It is my hope that
some of these transition officers will alert potential candidates about St. Alban’s
because of this.”

Our prayers continue, and we have faith that we will find a person for whom the
call to St. Alban’s is mutually beneficial. We thank you for your continued support
of our work.

Thank you for donating your pennies and other spare change.  We collected $127.35.
This year’s donation is being sent to #kindSBY, a community project founded by
Mayor Jake Day and Grace Murdock.  It is a community initiative that highlights all
things “kind” in our community.  Currently the organization is collecting donations
to purchase diversity-themed books that will be donated to local elementary and
middle schools.  Not only have we helped get some change back in circulation we
are helping increase the selection of books in our local school libraries.

Shelly Madsen
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By: Arlene White

So what does the inside of St. Alban's look like now?  The photo below was taken on September
13, 2020.  You will notice that we do not have a crucifer or acolytes,  We are not permitted to
bring in flowers at this time so there are none in front of the altar.  You can see that we are
maintaining the recommended 6' of distance between individuals who attend and that everyone is
wearing a mask.  While we ask that people who come print their own bulletin to minimize
touching surfaces, we do have copies available
for those who do not have access to printers,
While conversations do take place briefly before
and after the service, everyone is still asked to
maintain social distancing.

What is not readily evident from the photo is the
spirit of grace and love that continues to fill this
space.  We continue to worship God.  We
continue to pray for our families, friends and
community.  We continue to ask for guidance
during this difficult time.  We give thanks for the
blessings that we have and share.

What is this?
By: Arlene White

WHAT IS THIS? This object appeared on the
church lawn Thursday, September 24.

Can you guess what it is?
Can you guess what it’s used for?

Send your guesses to Jeremy Cox at
jcoxreporter@yahoo.com by noon, October
18. A prize will be awarded for 1) the correct
answer and 2) the most creative answer.
1 answer per person please.

Photo by: Brian Raygor

So what does the inside of St. Alban's look like now?
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Everything Fall!
Autumn is a time of bounty and beauty. The trees that release
their leaves are a wonderful reminder of how to let go with
grace and confidence. As the season sets in, consider areas
of your life where you can let go of things. What are some
ways you can make space for new opportunities in your life?
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Everything Fall!

Thank you Dee, Sandy, and Katherine for Sharing your Fall Photos.
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By: Maarten Pereboom

I became a U.S. citizen through naturalization, and the officer who coached me through that process instilled a
deep respect for that right, along with the belief that nothing should stand in the way of people exercising that
right. Voting rights were a key focus of the Civil Rights Movement, and today we still have to challenge and call
those who suppress people’s ability, and therefore their right, to vote.

For ten years I supported the electoral process by serving as an election judge. That meant working a long day at
the polling place on both primary and general election days, helping to ensure that voters could check in, vote
and cast their ballots in an orderly and deliberate way. A number of significant changes took place over that time,
and this year, with a global pandemic to deal with, the process is changing yet again. But I think it is changing for
the better, and provided the State of Maryland has good plans in place for counting our votes in a timely and
accurate way, voters have some good options for voting safely and securely.

One big change Maryland has made in recent years was to return to casting paper ballots from electronic voting.
To vote, you need to submit one(!) paper ballot with your choices indicated on it (and nothing else!); that may
sound obvious, but we do not have an online voting option. To exercise that right effectively, you have to plan
ahead. Of course, if you aren’t yet registered to vote in Maryland, you need to do that by October 13 to vote in
this election. The website https://elections.maryland.gov/ has all the information you need, or you can call the
Wicomico County Board of Elections at 410-548-4830. It’s located at 345 Snow Hill Road and is open M-F 9-3.

This year the big decision that’s new is whether to vote by mail or in person. If you’re registered to vote, you
most likely have received an application to vote by mail. While it may seem like a bothersome extra step to apply
for a ballot, this actually enables you to choose between mailing in your ballot or voting in person. If you apply
for a mail-in ballot (application has to be received by October 20), you will fill that out and mail it in just as we
did in the primary. You also have the option to bring your completed ballot to the Board of Elections (see address
above), which will have a drop box.

Or you can ignore that application if you’re comfortable with voting in person. Early voting starts on Monday,
October 26, at the Wicomico Youth and Civic Center, and runs every day from 7 am - 8 pm through the
following Monday, which is the day before the election. Obviously, wear your mask and follow distancing
directions. I think I will vote by mail and drop my ballot off, but otherwise this would be my second choice. You
can, of course, also vote on election day itself, November 3. My understanding is that we will have multiple
voting centers and that you can vote at any of them in your home county, which is another improvement.

Of course, please read all directions carefully and keep your eyes on your ballot. The website provided above has
a “rumors” section that corrects common misconceptions and inaccuracies about the voting process. Our
democracy is being challenged from inside and outside our country, but I have good confidence our state’s
election processes are relatively secure.

My church membership and my citizenship are both very important to me, but I strongly support the separation
of church and state. While our beliefs and values play a role in how we decide to vote, the act of voting itself
should be private, individual and unforced. As such, I’d never use the Herald to  endorse any political candidates,
but just say that it’s important to vote!



2 Corinthians 9:8– God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by
always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.
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Every Blessing in Abundance!
Stewardship
By Jenny Buchanan, Vestry Finance Liaison

2 Corinthians 9:8– God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by
always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.

In St. Paul’s letter, he assured the people that they had all that they needed, every blessing
in abundance.  As part of St. Alban’s parish, we can be grateful to know that we are still
part of a loving community, even though we are apart for now—like the pieces of a puzzle
all broken apart.

In this interesting time, the stewardship campaign has also been interesting.  We are calling
a new rector, reaching out to people we have not seen in months, and all while socially
distanced.  But St. Paul reminds us that we share abundantly in every good work.  We are
all a part of the puzzle and we all can contribute in some way.

As you know, we hope to call a new rector by the end of the year.  This means having
enough income to support a full-time priest, including salary, insurance, and pension.
Some other expenses include other staff salaries, property maintenance, insurance, and
utilities, cleaning and supplies, among other things.  We do not have a mortgage, because in
the past, parishioners have supported the church with their treasure so faithfully.

As of this writing, 27 pledges have come in for a total of $72,955.  That leaves 63
households and $117,000 to go.  Please consider what you are called to pledge this year,
then fill out your pledge card.  Be sure to add your comments on the bottom half of the
pledge sheet—let us know where you are by verifying your contact information, what you
think—your suggestions and concerns about St. Alban’s, your prayer requests, any way
that St. Alban’s can support you during this interesting time.  And be sure to write a word
or two on the puzzle piece to show your contribution to St. Alban’s puzzle.  Please mail or
bring them back to the church (P.O. Box 1511, Salisbury MD, 21802)  by October 4.

Every Blessing in Abundance!
Stewardship
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going to college during a Pandemic - by Jonathan West
When I first received my letter of acceptance from UMBC back in late October last year, I was anticipating

a college experience pretty much exactly LIKE what they advertised; lots of events, getting to know my classes
and professors with a small class size, and getting out there to see the world outside of the small town of
Salisbury. And I knew that this would not necessarily be the case –the typical “High School Musical“ experience
is terribly cliché, and I may get a little bit more or less than what’s advertised on the package. But I could not
have anticipated that it would be anything like this back then.

When I first came to the realization that the Covid pandemic will not be going away, which was sometime
around the beginning of April, I started to realize the effect on my college life, with periods of silence and
confusion as everyone waited for decisions to be made. Bit by bit, while I was doing my newly online classwork
and continuing to scour scholarships far and wide, the University of Maryland Baltimore County slowly
announced its changes; first the fact that courses will be online, then that I will not be having a roommate, then
that even orientation will be held online. It was confusing for the entire household-not only had I never been
really exposed to the world college before, as I am the oldest in my family, but my parents college experience
was nothing quite like this either and we couldn’t do much as we just waited for information.

That didn’t make the planning for college any less significant. Even with the world upside down, it would
kill me for me to spend yet another five months for the fall semester cooped up in my room during doing college
work –the transition to online high school was a rough one for me and I figured out that it was not my ideal
learning environment, college wouldn’t be much better if I was at home. I wanted to be on campus so I could
experience something of a normal college life for myself.

After a few weeks of packing the guestroom with any material we could find, meticulously choosing what
bedspread complements white pillows, and any other accessories that I might find useful in my time living alone,
the big day came. College bound, my parents helped me get unpacked, got my room set up, and after everything
was said and done we said our goodbyes and I was officially living on my own.

While I do enjoy living by myself, the transition to try to get settled into college life has not been an easy
one. For one, the welcome week events had been abbreviated and moved online, so I was unable to form many
connections off the bat and the forced online groups didn’t have the same effect. Furthermore, the campus
club sign up known as Involvement Fest was the week after Labor Day, and so there was a couple weeks’ waiting
period before I could group myself with people who have similar interests to me. In spite of all these setbacks,
I still try to go down to the campus lounge in order to play ping-pong or Super Smash Bro‘s with whoever
happens to be down there, find people to go on a walk or grab dinner with on the social media platform discord,
and take the initiative to reach out to people online so that I can hopefully form some sort of connection.

Thankfully, it’s been working. I’ve made friends with many people on the floor, and frequently some of
us get together and go to dinner or have a late night snack at the campus dining hall, True Grits. Now that I’m
settled into academic life, I feel generally more motivated again, and I take walks to enjoy the weather before
it shifts to cool autumn chill and as a change of pace from the very quiet space of my room.

Although it is not been the college journey I was ever expecting, adapting to the situation has been a
challenge all on its own, and I’d like to think
that I have been handling it well. Not ideal,
for sure, but this will be an experience I will
never forget for the rest of my life – and
while that’s cliché to say, the people that
deemed it so didn’t go to college in the midst
of a global pandemic. So I have them beat in
terms of raw memorability, and it just
generally makes a more interesting story.
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St. Alban’s and
Community News

FALL CLEANUP
It's time to get outside -- in a socially distanced way
and with masks -- and spruce up the church grounds
once more before winter. The fall cleanup is
scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 10, during two shifts:
8-10 a.m. and 10 a.m.-noon. Activities will include
tree/shrub trimming, weeding, sweeping, sweating
and smiling. We also will be planting a small tree to
replace the dogwood that was toppled during the
recent storms. RSVP to Vestry member Jeremy Cox
at jcoxreporter@yahoo.com.

COLLEGE
STUDENTS
By: Katherine West

We have three St. Alban's parishioners
away from Salisbury in college and
graduate school this year - Alannah
Raygor, Ben Pereboom, and Jonathan
West.  If you would like to drop them a
line, their addresses are:

Ben Pereboom - in graduate school at
the University of Virginia
2000 Jefferson Park Ave.
Apt. 10
Charlottesville, VA  22903

Alannah Raygor - in college at St.
Mary's College
SMCM Campus Center #1293
16800 Point Lookout Road
St. Mary’s City, MD  20686-3000
 email:  alannahraygor@gmail.com

Jonathan West - in college at
University of Maryland-Baltimore
County
SUS 126
UMBC
1000 Hilltop Circle
Baltimore, MD  21250
email: jwest5@umbc.edu
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