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OhCome
LET US

Adore
HIM

Somehow, not only for Christmas, but all the year through, the joy that you give others, is the
joy that comes back to you; and the more you spend in blessing the poor and lonely and
sad,the more your heart’s possessing returns to make you glad.
                     John Greenleaf Whittier

Merry Christmas & Winter Blessings



This is our identity as a parish,
which we articulated with
these words. We endeavor
to follow Christ in welcoming

“all sorts and conditions of
[humanity].” We offer baptism

and eucharist to all, and the pastoral offices
of  reconciliation, ministry to the sick, and
Christian burial to those who ask. We do not
discriminate with regard to gender, ethnicity,
or sexual orientation or identity, or mental
capacity. With regard to marriage, our
policy is to meet all couples desiring a
Christian wedding. The legal requirements,
both civil and church, must be met. We do
not discriminate on the basis of gender.
However, the clergy may decline to officiate
for other reasons.

Published monthly: Send ar�cles & photos
by the 3rd Sunday of the month.
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St. Alban's: Christ-Centered,
Radically Embracing People and Creation

Herald

Physical Address
302 St. Albans Drive
Salisbury, MD 21804

Office Hours: Monday -Thursday
8:00 am - 12 Noon

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 1511
Salisbury, MD 21802

Phone 410-742-6595
Emergency Pager 410-380-7052

stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com

www.stalbanssalisbury.com

facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
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Somewhere there’s an angel.....just
waiting in the wings for you. Let your
heart listen to the comfort, the wisdom,
and the wondrous things your angel is
hoping to bring you. Believe and receive
this blessing.... and know that if you do,
there will be times in your life when your
serenity is sweeter, your understanding
is greater, and your joys are simply....
out of this world.

Douglas Pagels

Sunday Worship
9:30 AM

JOIN US FOR

There will be one 9:30am Zoom
Service with in-person worship.

● Reservations for attendance are required
every week due to limited seating.

● Make your reservation by 10am Thursday
morning by calling or emailing the office.

● Covenant for Regathering and Guidelines
for Attending Worship/Events must be
signed & on file. Copies are available at the
door on Sunday, or request for a copy from the
office.

● When you check in Sunday morning, you
may sit anywhere there is a number in a
pew or red chair.  Ask the Vestry Person
of the Day if you have any questions.

See December Worship schedule page 12

mailto:stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com
www.stalbanssalisbury.com
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
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5 Tips on Picking the Perfect Gift
Submitted by: Arlene White
Written by Rick Hamlin
(an excerpt from an article on Guidepost.org)

When it comes to purchasing a gift to make a loved one feel
special, some people—like me—who find themselves stymied before they even
walk into a store, open that catalogue or log onto that website. So here is my pep-talk-
to-self on gift-giving and gift-buying:

1. Linger in your loved one’s closet. I mean that both figuratively and literally. Give
yourself a day where you think about their day. What’s in it, what its stresses does it
bring, what delights? One of the best response you can get when you give a gift is,

“How did you ever think of this?” The answer: you thought of him or her.

2. Ask an expert. I’m not talking about some expert you find online, I’m thinking of
that expert who is a best friend, who loves the same thing your loved one does, who
shops in exactly the same places. “What would you get him or her for Christmas?”
Seek and ye shall find.

3. Maybe it’s not a thing. The perfect gift could be an experience, a dinner out, tickets
to a concert or a play. Or better yet, how about a gift that can be given all year
Promise to bring someone coffee the first Saturday of the month for the rest of the year.
Or help someone clean up his or her attic by the end of February.” The gift is in the
doing.

4. Give where they give. I’m always touched when someone gives a gift to a worthy
cause in my name. It’s even more touching if it’s a worthy cause that they know I give
to regularly. They’ve read my heart.

5. Go with a whim. Let the Holy Spirit help you shop. Every year I get my
goddaughter who lives in France something special. One year when she was in her
early teens I knew it should be a pair of jeans. Did I know what size? Of course not.
But I stood there and pictured her in my mind. And picked a pair. “They fit!” That’s
what the thank-you note said, and the enclosed picture of her in the jeans showed. Be
bold and mighty forces will come to your aid. And even if not, always remind the
recipient, “I have the receipt. You can return it!”

mailto:stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com
www.stalbanssalisbury.com
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
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Senior Warden’s Article
December 2020

Arlene White

I often borrow ideas for these articles.  The subtitle of “Give, Love, Believe” comes
courtesy of Macy’s this year.  What a tough year we have had!  And now Christmas
will soon be upon us.  Do we have anything left to give?  Where have all the energy,
money, patience, joy and compassion gone?  The same for love......  And what do we
believe with so many extreme ideas / theories / stories out there, so many choices
to make, so many deaths and such pain and uncertainty to reconcile?  Where is God
in all of this?

He is here, here with us – Emmanuel.  Here at St. Alban’s where we continue to care
for one another.  Here at St. Alban’s where we continue to worship, via Zoom or in
the nave, and praise God, thanking Him for our many blessings.  Here at St. Alban’s
where people make calls or send cards or texts or e-mails to check on others.  We, as
a congregation, still seem to have a lot to
give, we continue to show our love in a
variety of ways, we believe that God still
loves and cares for us.

Our hope is rekindled as we start the new
church year with Advent.  We await with
great expectation the birth of the Christ
child, in the manger in Bethlehem.  What
greater gift could we be given than what
comes with this wee babe who will grow up
to be our Savior, who gives good things to us
constantly, who loves us no matter what we
do, and who believes in us and our capacity
to do good unto others.

May this Advent increase your ability to give, love and believe.  May the music of
Handel’s “For Unto Us A Child Is Born,” sung by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, lift
you up as you prepare for the gift of Christmas.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJ9wS2J0GOs

For Unto Us A Child Is Born – 
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Submitted by: Arlene White
By: The Editors of Guideposts (Guideposts.org)

There are times when we search for the perfect gift, hoping to
wow the recipient. But maybe there is a simpler solution.

When we’re trying to find a special gift, “Many of us  spend a lot of time thinking about loved ones
and friends,” says the Rev. Dr. Pablo R. Diaz, “We try to figure out what their needs are, what size they
wear and what foods they like. It really is a wonderful process, as it allows you to think deeply about
someone and to try to give something that is meaningful to them. But often we miss a great opportunity.”

Diaz said about the ultimate present, “The gift of prayer is the greatest gift, because you come to the
Sovereign God with much love and compassion for those you care about and you intercede for them.
You ask God for blessings for their peace, for their well-being, for their health. You ask God to even look
at things that we may not even know they need.” Diaz also suggested if you are sending out Christmas
cards or giving a traditional present, include a little note. You’ve been in my prayers and when this gift is
no longer in use, or broken, or of no value, you will continue to remain on my prayer list. God freely gave
his only son so that we could better understand what it means to give selflessly. How wonderful it is that
you can find opportunities to make a difference and pray for someone!

Did you know you’re a gift too? We’re His masterpiece. God Gives himself away
through people who follow Him.  We are all special to Him, but we’re just

packages carrying the real gift, which is the spirit of Jesus. The trick is to try not
to make too much of ourselves, because we know we’re not the main event at
the end of the day.  It’s all about Jesus. God love to give gifts, which is why He

sent Jesus. But He’s also big on the wrapping, which is why he created you.

We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which god
prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 2:10
Live in Grace, Walk in Love

Bob Goff
Nashville, TN: Nelson Books, 2019

For Unto Us A Child Is Born – 

How to Give the Gift of Prayer
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VESTRY UPDATE FROM NOVEMBER VESTRY MEETING - 2020
Here are some highlights from our meeting in November:

EXTERNAL PROPERTY
��OUTDOOR LIGHTS – have been changed to the time for standard time.

INTERNAL PROPERTY
��COMCAST – New Internet and phone service were installed 11/9.  Brian and Jeremy have installed

wi fi and routers in the nave.  The same process has begun for the parish hall, thanks to Katherine
and Alex West.

��Delmarva Time and Control has installed a cell dialer for the fire alarm.
��ROOF – The skylights have arrived and have been installed.  We are still dealing with some leaks.

We still have not been given a completion date.

FINANCES
��The audit should be completed by next month.
��A draft of the 2021 Budget will be shared with the parish at the Annual Meeting on November 22.

Subsequent drafts will evolve after discussions with the congregation at the Annual Meeting and
end of year financial reporting.

WORSHIP
��After a consult with a sound expert, funds were approved to update both sound and video capacity

for the Sunday service.  No date was set for installation at this point.  We will need to recruit more
people to help with the Tech Team.  See Brian Raygor for more information.

��The Vestry approved a contract to be sent to the bishop to cover the time that Alisha King will be
with us (October 18, 2020 – February 17, 2021).

��We are seeking approval from the bishop to resume having wine with communion – with both bread
and wine in individual “containers.”

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
��There will be a virtual class using the Living Compass Advent study guide, beginning November 30

at 7:00 p.m. and continuing through December 21.  See Jim Cockey for more information

CARE OF NEIGHBOR
��The Vestry approved a donation to Big Brothers Big Sisters to help a family this holiday season.

RE-OPENING TASK FORCE
��Additional 12 Step groups have requested the use of our parish hall.

GENERAL INFORMATION
��Judy Gracey has agreed to continue as Registrar for 2021.
��Greg Glass will serve as Treasurer for 2021.
��Shelly Madsen has agree to continue as Pledge Secretary for 2021.
��We are still seeking a Corresponding Secretary.
��Bread Baking will return on December 13 with the need to reserve a loaf ahead of time.
��The Vestry began a discussion of long range goals for 2021, orientation for new Vestry members

and what to do for an “elevator speech” about St. Alban’s.

If you have any questions, please contact a Vestry member listed in the bulletin each Sunday.  Our
meetings are on Zoom and are open to everyone.  Just let Stephanie know if you need the link.

mailto:shelly_madsen@yahoo.com.
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By: Shelly Madsen
Pledge Secretary

We are 87% of the way through the year and have received only 78% of our annual pledges. At this
time last year, we had received 90% of our annual pledges. We realize this has been a challenging
year.  However, we encourage everyone, wherever possible, to get up to date with their pledges
before the year end.  If you would like to receive a year-to-date statement of your giving, please
contact Shelly at shelly_madsen@yahoo.com or 443-944-1684.

We have almost reached our 2020 Capital
Campaign pledge total. We have received 96.6%
of the funds pledged and are just $2,866 away
from fully funding the campaign.  Thank you all
for your contributions.

Fifty-six units have turned in a pledge for the
upcoming year. If you have not yet submitted
your 2021 pledge, please do so as soon as
possible.  The 2021 budget will be presented at the November annual meeting. Your financial support
not only helps keep the church operating, but a strong financial position is a selling point to any
potential rector.

Pledge cards and offerings can be sent to the parish post office box, put in the offering plate on a
Sunday morning or emailed to shelly_madsen@yahoo.com. Thank you everyone for your financial
support of St Alban’s!   Mailing Address: St Alban’s, PO Box 1511, Salisbury, MD  21802

Search Committee
Dee Rinehart - Committee Chairperson

Search Committee – November 2020

News from Canon Collins is that two candidates have cleared Canon Collin” “Red Flag
Check” and the Bishop-to-Bishop clearance. There are others who are awaiting the
Bishop-to-Bishop clearance. The current search process guidelines in the Diocese of
Easton are that no names are submitted to the Search Committee until all checks and
clearances are complete. We await word of whether the pandemic resurgence will
impact our search once more. Thank you for the trust you have placed in our committee
and your continued prayers.

mailto:shelly_madsen@yahoo.com.
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St. Alban’s choir has been busy working on enhancing your Christmas spirit! We know how
important music is during this special season, and with some ‘out-of-the-box’ creative thinking
among the worship committee members, we decided to try to assemble a Christmas Eve Lessons
and Carols podcast to be published on Christmas Eve. Details on how to access it will be
forthcoming, but we are planning on using the Playlist feature on YouTube to publish individual
videos of each lesson, carol, and anthem that will be pre-recorded, enabling the listener to either
play the tracks in a prescribed order, or to pick out favorite readings and music!

Your music director, Veronica, is constantly learning new techniques and working with different
equipment, platforms (like Zoom), and technical settings, and researching safe ways of making music.
The challenge continues! Our choir has been meeting online for virtual rehearsals, recording
individual tracks that get mixed into a single recording, and most recently, meeting outside at
prescribed distances, masked, in a small group of eight. What a joy to make music together, even
briefly and barely hearing each other!

One thing that has made this most recent process of recording much easier is the ability for me to
“record” an organ part for a hymn or anthem, and play it back live under the vocals for an audio
recording, allowing me to work the recording equipment and direct the singers. This is a great
feature on our ‘new’ organ that has become invaluable.

We hope you enjoy our upcoming Lessons and Carols! We have recorded some of our favorites -
Psallite, Come O Jesus, and Love Came Down at Christmas. There will be some solo and duet work,
also, including special guest appearances. And of course, there will be some favorite hymns. You
can sing along as enthusiastically as you like!

By: Veronica Tomanek
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Christian Formation and education have not been priorities at St. Alban’s during the pandemic.
The church has been focused on maintaining basic worship opportunities, reopening safely,
repairing the physical plant, and calling a new rector.  In the past, Christian Formation at St.
Alban's has consisted of Adult Education groups led by the rector, some limited children’s Sunday
School programs which have ebbed and flowed over the years, and the education embodied in
worship and preaching.

We currently have two ongoing Christian formation programs.  The first involves a group that
meets virtually on Thursday morning at 7:00 am.  We share a brief time of prayer together.
Members have taken turns organizing the format of prayer.  All are welcome.  The Zoom link is:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73045584759?pwd=VitYZjRaVXM0dlk3WDJUcWRpdGl5UT09
Meeting ID: 730 4558 4759
Passcode: a4XHmT
For further questions, contact Jim Cockey (james.cockey@gmail.com)
or Beth Jones (jhochmuth@aol.com)

During Advent we will be having four weekly virtual discussion
meetings using the Living Compass Advent study guide.  St. Alban’s
has done previous study groups using the Living compass, led by
Frieda and by Barbara Anne.  Copies of the study guide have been
obtained will be made available to anyone interested.  We will be
meeting online on Monday evenings, Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14,21 at 7:00.
All are welcome.

The Zoom link for the Monday evening study groups is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84640270060?pwd=c3ZEZUtoUUNDWC
9pTkZPSDVYTzFtdz09

For more information contact Jim Cockey (james.cockey@gmail.com) or Rebecca Raygor
(rebeccaraygor@gmail.com)

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
BY: JIM COCKEY
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Christmas memories 2009
      - Brian Raygor

Shelly and Greg - Christmas
skit in the Madsen house.

Xmas Eve service 4pm 2018
    - Cristina Machin

Memori
es of 

Christ
mas Pa

st

       - Ar
lene W

hite

Christmas Tree past year
     - Arlene White

Shelly with the rocking horse.
    - Shelly Madsen

“St.Albans Belen”Christmas 2014

      - Cristina Machin
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Normally, the start of the Advent season
would see Mary and Joseph begin their
journey from the back of the Church
towards the Nativity scene set up at the
alter. Each week these figures would
symbolically journey towards the
Bethlehem at the front of the
congregation. This year, since most of the
St. Alban's family is still participating
online, the Holy Family has left the
building and is journeying around

Salisbury visiting members of the Church! Mary and Joseph are safe in
a COVID proof case, but they love they share, and the good news of the
coming birth of Jesus shines outward. Enjoy these photos in the E-Pistle
each week until Christmas. If you'd like to be included in a visit from
Mary and Joseph, please email Mike Mathers at mikemathers@gmail.com

Betty Anthony’s Christmas Message
With all the loss of lives, independence and security, Betty and her companion

“Danny Boy” want you to know that Christmas is not just a season, but a state
of mind and heart.  This is Betty’s first
celebration of Christmas since her life
partner, Vera Miles, died 6 years ago.
As a Stage III Ovarian Cancer survivor,
she wants to let everyone know that
there is always hope and love to see us
through the hard times.

Merry Christmas!

Advent Journey of the Holy Family
By: Mike Mathers
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As your vestry worship committee member, I want to wish you a happy and holy Advent
season, and tell you about the service schedule and advent activities to come. First, for
each Sunday of Advent, we will maintain the current the current schedule of a single service
at 9:30 a.m. The same cleaning and safety protocols also limit us to a single live service on
Christmas Eve, and so that service will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.
However, St. Alban’s is also preparing a pre-recorded service of the Lessons and Carols
liturgy which usually takes place on the first Sunday following Christmas. The Lessons and
Carols service will be available beginning on Christmas Eve for you to enjoy in your home,
and because it is pre-recorded, it can be enjoyed at whatever time best fits you and your
family’s schedule.  A link to access this service will be emailed to the congregation along
with the Zoom link and bulletin for the live Christmas Eve Service. There will not be a service
on Christmas Day.

Please also pay attention to the weekly E-Pistle during Advent as we follow the journey of
Mary and Joseph around the town visiting members of St. Alban’s. Since we are limited by
the number of parishioners who can watch their journey to Bethlehem inside the Church,
we’ve decided to send the Holy Family out into the world! Pictures from their journey will
be included in each week’s newsletter. If you would like to be included in the journey, or
have any other questions about Advent and Christmas worship, please reach out to Mike
Mathers at mikemathers@gmail.com

Worship
By: Mike Mathers

December WorshipSchedule
12/6 - Morning Prayer Rite I,  9:30 a.m.
12/13 - Holy Eucharist Rite II,  9:30 a.m.
12/20 - Holy Eucharist Rite I,  9:30 a.m

12/24 - Christmas Eve at 7 p.m.  -
          Reservations are Requested
12/27 - Morning Prayer Rite II,  9:30 a.m.
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A Call for Nominations to Service to the Diocese of Easton

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

One of the great joys and rewards of being an Episcopalian on the Eastern Shore is the opportunity to serve as leaders in
the Diocese of Easton. Each year at our annual convention we have the privilege to elect our representatives to the
Diocesan Council, Standing Committee, and the Board of Managers of the Trust Funds. In doing so, we help shape the
future of our Diocese by electing clergy and lay leaders to these important offices. This process is central to maintaining
the vitality of our Diocese.

Pursuant to Canon 105 of the Constitution and Canons of the diocese , Bishop San has charged me and my fellow
members of the Nominations Committee (Very Rev. Henry Sabetti & Nancy Robson of the Northern Convocation, Very
Rev. Charlie Osberger and Charlotte Meyer of the Middle Convocation and Very Rev. Michael Moyer and John P. Rue of
the Southern Convocation) to recruit candidates to be considered for election to these roles at the 153rd Convention of
the Diocese on March 6, 2021. Our goal is to recruit candidates for five positions on the Diocesan Council, two positions
on the Standing Committee and two positions on the Board of Managers. Here is the list of positions we need to elect:

Diocesan Council (3-year term of service)
● One Lay representative from the Northern Convocation
● One Clergy representative from the Middle Convocation
● One Clergy At Large representative
● One Lay representative from the Southern Convocation
● One Lay At Large representative

Standing Committee (3-year term of service) - One Lay member and one Clergy Member

Board of Managers of Trust Funds (3-year term of service) – Note: As in previous years’ practice, the Board of
Managers has recommended two members to be elected on the board. Financial Investment is a special gift few
possesses.
Perhaps you may know someone who is suited for one of these positions. Perhaps that person may even be you. Is the
Holy Spirit calling you or someone you know to offer themselves in service to the diocese? The bishop has recommended
to previous conventions that it is time to expand the ‘tent’ by intentionally encouraging emerging leaders to serve. Training
and nurturing future of leaders begin at the highest level of decision-making.

I ask your prayerful consideration. If you are moved by the Spirit to offer a name for consideration, please contact one of
the members of the Nominations Committee or me at tom.shuster@comcast.net or call me at 410-213-9658. There is no
better time to come and work in God’s vineyard.

Sincerely,

Tom Shuster, Chairman, Diocesan Nominations Committee
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By: Sandy Stevens

On a mid-October morning in 2016, I sat down to read the newspaper.  Only the headlines were clear.
At the opthomogist visit, I heard these words, "you know there is no treatment for this."  Like all my
female ancestors, I had been diagnosed with dry macular degeneration.  It affected my close up vision.
At the Low Vision Shop in Bethesda, I purchased a floor standing 5" diameter 2.5X  lighted magnifier
with an 8x bulls eye and a hand held 3.5x lighted magnifier.  I could read again!

Mallard Landing became my home on December 31, 2016.  It was a secure home where I could share
my interests and talents with fellow residents.  My vision continued to decline, causing me to give up
my car keys by Christmas 2017.  That year I found a handy Ottlite table lamp for crafters with the
equivalent of a 250 watt bulb that keeps me at the bridge table to this day.

As the macula dries and breaks apart, close up vision is blurred and dims. My eyes see the strangest
things:  tiny orange and green lights on the wall, a chain link fence covered in tiny pink blossoms, five
tiny whirling windmills.  These are here today and gone tomorrow.  Daily challenges include pouring
liquid into a glass, slicing anything, reading appliance dials, putting toothpaste on the toothbrush.  Anna
Morris solved that problem.  Now I put the toothpaste on my finger and transfer it to the toothbrush.
The Low Vision Center suggested putting felt dots on appliance dials at the place where you most often
set the dial – 40 mins on the dryer, 350 degrees on the oven dial as it gives a good reference point.  A
visit to Dr. Steele, Salisbury's low vision device expert, provided yellow tint glasses that sharpened TV
viewing.

Audio books keep me content in my condo.  Many books are available on CD.  The Maryland Library
for the Blind provides a player for their special discs that arrive free by mail.  The Wicomico Public
Library  has CDs and an extensive selection of audiobooks are available on the Hoopla App which is
free with a library card.  Through her smart phone, my daughter downloads the books and syncs them
to Alexa who reads to me.  When reading anything became difficult, I visited the MAC Center's display
for Independent Living.  Here I was introduced to HD magnifiers.  They range in size from handheld to
desktop monitor.  Though not purchased there, I acquired a cell phone size HD Digital Magnifier that
magnifies up to 32 times.  I can read the the smallest print, yet tackling a long document is challenging.

By the end of 2019, I was pronounced legally blind, not able to read any line on the eye chart.  The only
good thing about that is a slight reduction in income and real estate taxes.  Alexa doesn’t just read to me.
I can ask her to do simple tasks like set a timer, or remind me when I have an appointment or call a
friend whose number was loaded into my contacts.  My children are always on the lookout for more
devices and arranged a demonstration of Nu Eyes, virtual reality glasses that magnify my immediate
environment up to 8 times and stream Xfinity, Amazon, Wall Street Journal, New York Times and my
internet browser with such clarity that I have not seen in several years.  A month ago I was introduced
to Read by OrCam.  This is a Magic Marker size device that takes a picture of any printed material and
then reads it to you.  These devices are in a basket by my recliner, used every day to bring a degree of
normalcy to my life.  Technology is making this condition easier to live with and I am embracing this
help.  I know more voice activated devices are in my future as they are improving all the time and help
me stay independent.

Living with Macular Degeneration
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St. Alban’s and
Community News

Thank you note from #kindsby
    - recipient of our Lent penny Collection

 Prayer for Putting on a Facemask

Creator God, as I prepare to go into the world, help me see
the sacramental nature of wearing this cloth. Let it be a
tangible and visible way of living love for my neighbors, as
I love myself.

Christ Jesus, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart,
that people would see my smile in the crinkles around my
eyes. Since my voice will be muffled, help me to speak
clearly, not only with my words, but with my actions.

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me to
listen carefully and caringly to all those I meet.  May this
simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and may each
breath that it holds, be filled with Your Love.  In Your Name
and in that Love, I pray. Amen.

Rev. Richard Bott
Presbyterian Church of Canada
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