January 2021

Herald
St. Alban’s Mission:
“Christ-Centered, Radically Embracing People and Creation”
A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
OF SAINT ALBAN’S PARISH, SALISBURY , MARYLAND

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, January 18, 2021

We must learn to live
together as brothers
or perish as fools.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Happy New Year!
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302 St. Albans Drive
Salisbury, MD 21804
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P.O. Box 1511
Salisbury, MD 21802
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Phone 410-742-6595
Emergency Pager 410-380-7052
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stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com
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www.stalbanssalisbury.com
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facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury

St. Alban's: Christ-Centered,
Radically Embracing People and Creation

This is our identity as a parish,
which we articulated with
these words. We endeavor
to follow Christ in welcoming
“all sorts and conditions of
[humanity].” We offer baptism
and eucharist to all, and the pastoral offices
of reconciliation, ministry to the sick, and
Christian burial to those who ask. We do not
discriminate with regard to gender, ethnicity,
or sexual orientation or identity, or mental
capacity. With regard to marriage, our
policy is to meet all couples desiring a
Christian wedding. The legal requirements,
both civil and church, must be met. We do
not discriminate on the basis of gender.
However, the clergy may decline to officiate
for other reasons.

Sunday Worship
9:30 AM

Sunday Zoom Service at 9:30am
Bishop Marray has requested that
there be no in-person services no in
person services until further notice,
due to the rise in COVID cases in the
area.
There will be services on Zoom with
limited worship and tech team in the
nave.
You will continue to receive the link
and bulletin for each week's service
via email. Please mail in your
pledge/offering.

o

Angels'
Corner

Angels come to help and guide us in as
many guises as there are people who
need their assistance. Sometimes we see
their ethereal, heavenly shadow, bright
with light and radiance. Sometimes we
only feel their nearness or hear their
whisper. And sometimes they look no
different from ourselves - until, their
work done, they leave suddenly, quietly,
with only a hint of halo or a wisp of wing
behind to make us wonder.
- Eileen Elias Freeman
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MEET THE 2021 VESTRY
As of January 1, 2021 our new Vestry members begin their terms. Please see the list below regarding
the individual responsibilities of each person. If you have a particular question or concern, please
contact the appropriate person although each member of the Vestry is willing to answer your questions.
While we each have a portfolio for which we are responsible, we cannot do our job alone. We count
on the participation and support of you, the congregation. Each area has multiple tasks to perform
throughout the year. YOU have the opportunity to join in this vibrant part of the life of the church.
Please think about what your might be interested in, how you can volunteer and contact the
appropriate Vestry person sometime before January 15th as we begin to organize for what 2021 has
in store for us.
Arlene White (2021) Senior Warden
Jim Cockey (2022) Junior Warden / Christian Formation
Jeremy Cox (2022) Communications
Vic Evans (2021) Internal Property
Richard Hunter (2023) Care of Creation/External Property
Rebecca Jones-Hochmuth (2022) Fellowship
Nancy Linck (2023) Finance
Mike Mathers (2023) Worship
Kim O’Grady (2021) Care of Neighbor / Pastoral Care
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Senior Warden’s
Article
January 2021

Arlene White
“The new has come.....” – is it time for the new version of you? the new version
of your life? As the new year of 2021 begins, after the pretty rough old year
of 2020 ends, we might be thinking of what we would like to do differently.
Our lives still are constrained by COVID-19, economic issues, societal and
climate problems, among many other concerns. So what should we do? How
can we plan? What, if anything, can we do?
We can plan to leave a legacy of love. We can be kind, thoughtful, caring and
generous, modeling the life of Christ when He was among us. It perhaps seems
to be easier to be that way with our family, friends and colleagues. Sometimes
it is a bit more challenging to reach out to strangers but it is a necessary part
of being a member of a Christian community. We can be “messengers of Hope”
as this year’s Living Compass for Advent suggested. The steps that we take
influence the stories other people are writing with their lives. We can help
make that story more robust and anchored in goodness and love.
Pastor Reshorna Fitzpatrick, of Stone Temple
Missionary Baptist Church on Chicago’s West
Side, said “I live to make sure that people are
blessed.” Surely we can think about doing the
same with a new version of our lives in 2021.
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VESTRY THANK
As we begin 2021, it is appropriate to thank those individuals who have
completed their terms of service in 2020.
On the Vestry, we thank BRIAN RAYGOR for serving as Junior Warden and liaison
for internal property, the latter dealing most recently with getting a new flat
roof, updating internet access and wiring the nave and parish hall for WiFi
access, and any number of other items. We thank JENNY BUCHANAN for being
our liaison to the Finance Committee, for leading the stewardship campaign,
the annual audit and helping us to be aware of our financial condition. We
thank LEIGHANN YACKEL for serving as recording secretary, for not only taking
minutes at our monthly Vestry meetings but also coming out for the many extra
meetings that were called this year related to our search process.
We would also like to thank DEBBIE ROSSI for serving as our treasurer, for paying
our bills, and for writing our PPP grant that provided a financial cushion for us
this year.
We also wish to thank everyone who served on committees this year, members
of the Altar Guild and choir, volunteers who helped out in the office and all of
you who have kept St. Alban’s in your prayers this year.

YOUS
As we begin
2021, it is
appropriate
to thank
those
individuals
who have
completed
their terms
of service in
2020.

A GIFT OF LIGHT by Arlene White
We Episcopalians believe that the Christmas tree and decorations stay
up and the lights stay on until January 6 – the date of Epiphany. I am
fine with that because I love to have all the extra lights on all the time
to remind me of the birth of Jesus as the light of the world.
I’m glad when Epiphany lands mid-week because I feel that I can
stretch things out a little more until the following weekend...... because things are
not so bright when all the lights and decorations are gone and packed away until next
year.
Pam Kidd, in a meditation in the 2021 Guideposts Daily Planner, encourages us to
search for new ways to mark our homes and our lives with a light that dares the
darkness to disappear. We certainly have had a lot of darkness and despair in 2020
but that year is over. It behooves us as Christians to find ways to let the light and
gifts of love and of Jesus to shine now – in our hearts, in our lives, in St. Alban’s and in
our community.
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VESTRY UPDATE
VESTRY UPDATE FROM DECEMBER VESTRY MEETING - 2020
Here are some highlights from our meeting in December:
INTERNAL PROPERTY
WiFi access is available in the nave but the parish hall is not yet complete
White boards have been ordered for the classrooms.
AV update - Our church will benefit greatly from this much-needed upgrade. Some key
improvements - new wireless lavaliers and handheld (in stands) mics; two cameras to be
able to do close-ups and wide shots; and easy compatibility with any streaming service so
that we can have smooth broadcasting.
Installation of new equipment (cameras, microphones, and other monitoring and switching
equipment has been installed. Brian and Veronica assisted and learned the basics of how to
operate the new system. The new equipment is not yet hooked up to the house sound
system, but that should happen soon. In the meantime, we can use the equipment for our
Zoom services! We will also have the capacity to project pre-recorded visuals and / or music.
There will be a bit of a learning curve for all the tech team people, and there will probably
be some glitches as we all figure out the ins and outs of the new equipment, but the quality
of the sound and video is outstanding. Training for the system has taken place and will be
on-going. The tech team needs additional volunteers, and this is a great opportunity to
volunteer for the church.
FINANCES
��The audit was completed and approved.
��We are continuing to receive pledges for 2021.
WORSHIP
��The greening of the church and in person worship has been stopped until at least January 3
as per the bishop.
��Lessons and Carols will be pre-corded and made available on YouTube. It may be watched
as a late Christmas Eve service or on Christmas Day. Many thanks to the readers, Veronica
and the choir and special guests for working on this ambitious project, incorporating out
new technology.
��We will be trying out the mini-chalices at the Christmas Eve service and the first 3 Sundays
in January. Parishioners can pick up the mini-chalices via a drive-by prior to services.
��Gary Stiegler has offered to preach one a month.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
��The Living Compass Advent study guide was used for the 4 Monday evenings of Advent.
Sessions were led by Jim Cockey and Rebecca Raygor.

Continued on page 7
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RE-OPENING TASK FORCE
��Additional 12 Step groups have been notified that the parish hall is not available for
meetings until after some time after January 3, 2021.
GENERAL INFORMATION
��Church officers for 2021 were approved - Greg Glass, Treasurer; Shelly Madsen, Pledge
Secretary; Judy Gracey, Registrar; Sharon Walsh, Recording Secretary
��Vestry officers for 2021 were approved – Arlene White, Senior Warden and Jim Cockey,
Junior Warden
��The Master Calendar for 2021 was approved.
��Alisha King will follow up with the Fenix Project to see how we might support its work.
��Bread Baking on December 13 had to be cancelled due to closure of the building. Hopefully
it will be rescheduled.

By: Shelly Madsen, Pledge Secretary

�

We are 94% of the way through the year and have received only 83% of our annual pledges. At this time last year,
we had received 97% of our annual pledges. We realize this has been a challenging year. However, we encourage
everyone, wherever possible, to get up to date with their pledges before the year end.
If you would like to receive a year-to-date statement of your giving, please contact Shelly at
shelly_madsen@yahoo.com or 443-944-1684.
We have almost reached our 2020 Capital Campaign pledge total. We have received 96.7% of the funds pledged
and are just $2,791 away from fully funding the campaign. Thank you all for your contributions.
Fifty-nine units have turned in a pledge for the upcoming year. If you have not yet submitted your 2021 pledge,
please do so as soon as possible. A draft of the 2021 budget was presented at the November annual meeting. Your
financial support not only helps keep the church
operating, but a strong financial position is a selling
point to any potential rector.
Pledge cards and offerings can be sent to the parish
post office box, put in the offering plate on a Sunday
morning or emailed to shelly_madsen@yahoo.com.
Thank you everyone for your financial support of St
Alban’s!
Shelly Madsen
Pledge Secretary

St Alban’s
PO Box 1511
Salisbury, MD 21802

*Plate and property use totals have been corrected for both years since the November report when some entries
were accidentally put in the incorrect columns.
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Special thank you to Veronica Tomanek and all
participants, for all your work and efforts to prepare
the Lessons and Carols for us to see and hear!

A

A
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Search Committee
Dee Rinehart - Committee Chairperson

The Search Committee is in conversation with applicants. Please
continue to pray the Collect for Transition.
O God, giver of every good gift, look graciously upon your whole church and upon
St. Alban’s. Guide us to use the diverse gifts, talents and skills with which you
have blessed us so that we may increase our commitment to one another and to
the mission of Jesus Christ. May we choose a faithful rector to lead us to love,
serve and grow in our congregation, in our community and in the world through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORSHIP
Mike Mathers
Happy New Year! I hope everyone enjoyed watching Mary and Joseph journey
throughout Salisbury during the season of Advent in the weekly E-Pistle article.
Watching the E-Pistle each week for different photos and updates fit the themes of
the Advent season of anticipation and preparation, as we spent December waiting
and anticipating the birth of Jesus. In many ways the St. Alban’s family has spent the
entire year in Advent mode as we “anticipated’ the return to normal life and to
worshipping together freely at church.
Now that we enter the time after Christmas and after the visit of the wise men on
Epiphany, it may feel harder to participate in the seasonal moods of joy and
celebration at the birth of Christ. In fact though, as you read this, a savior is being
delivered unto many of our country’s essential workers in the form of a vaccine
against COVID-19. In that light, I encourage you to intentionally put on the rosy
glasses of optimism and joy in the name of the season, even as we still wait for our
much-anticipated return to normal life at Church.
The Worship Committee will be looking for ways to supplement worship with that
spirit throughout the coming weeks.
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Epiphany
Reflection
Jim Cockey
On the evening of the Feast of the epiphany, Wed., Jan. 6, there will be a Zoom
meeting consisting of music, scripture and discussion about the Epiphany.
Questions: contact Jim Cockey at james.cockey@gmail.com
Topic: Epiphany reflection
Time: Jan 6, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87059704450
Meeting ID: 870 5970 4450
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,87059704450# US (Washington D.C)
+13126266799,,87059704450# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 876 9923 US (New York)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 870 5970 4450
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kiEtjN9vb
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St. Alban’s and

Community News
A PRAYER FOR JANUARY
O Thou,
Who are ever the same,
grant us so to pass
through the coming year
with faithful hearts,
that we may be able
in all things to please
Thy loving eyes.
Amen
MOZARABIC RITE

By: Kim O'Grady
Winter is upon us and getting cold. 2020 has proven to be a year of change and as everyone
else has had to make changes, so has the Community Emergency Shelter Project (CESP), a.k.a.
the men's cold weather shelter. They were able to secure a location at the Langeler Building
on North Division St (next to Wicomico Presbyterian Church). The shelter will run from January
2nd- March 27th. They are looking for volunteers to check the men in, stay over night (men
only) and supply meals. They will need 3 meals a day, but you can sign up for just 1.
Link to volunteer: http://www.tinyurl.com/cespsignup
Link to mealtrain: mealtrain.com/2y20d8
Questions: Wicomicocesp@gmail.com You can also check out Housing First Salisbury, Maryland
facebook page for more information.
St. Alban’s will be providing 1, maybe 2 meals at the end of January. More information to come
once details are finalized.
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