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April 27, 2021

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:
If you have a spiritual or medical emergency, Please
use the Emergency Pager: 410-380-7052. Leave a call back
number and a Vestry member will return your call as soon
as possible.

Mini-chalices: Saturday, 5/01 between noon and
1:00 pm. If you would like to have a mini-chalice of bread
and wine to use during the Eucharist section of the
services, you may drive by the green awning at church to
pick up a mini-chalice or wafer only. These are elements
that were consecrated at a prior service.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1511, Salisbury, MD 21802 • Physical Address 302 St. Alban’s Dr. • Phone: (410) 742-6595
Website: stalbanssalisbury.com • Email: stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com • Facebook: facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury

Link to Vestry Minutes and Financials:
Please click HERE for the approved  Vestry Meeting

Minutes and approved Financial Statement.
(Minutes and Financial are posted once they are approved.)

Easter Study/ Prayer Group: May 2,  7pm.
Click the link join the group: https://tinyurl.com/RueStA
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85354317067?pwd=SWRDN0p
qY1BVT2JvSWJVQ1FaRDQ3QT09
Meeting ID: 853 5431 7067 Passcode: 913168
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,85354317067#,,,,*913168 DC
+16468769923,,85354317067#,,,,*913168 NY
Meeting ID: 853 5431 7067 Passcode: 913168
Contact John Rue- ruelaw@gmail.com

CHM Project - May 15: St Alban volunteers will be
doing a small project for the Chesapeake Housing
Mission on Saturday, May 15 in Berlin.  Specific details
will be sent to all volunteers on May 13.  Please contact
Shelly Madsen at shelly_madsen@yahoo.com if you
would like join us.  No prior construction experience or
tools needed.  Past projects have included repairing
wheel chair ramps and building stairs to the entry way of
houses.

Tamar at the Crossroads: begins Sunday, May 9 at 6-7
pm and continue for 3 consecutive Sundays (May 9, 16,
and 23.) This group will be facilitated by the Rev. Alisha
King utilizing the Girls in Trouble Curriculum, an arts-
based learning experience about women in Torah created
by musician, writer and Jewish educator Alicia Jo Rabins.
Join us on zoom. For more info contact Alisha King at
alishamking@gmail.com

Ben Layton Memorial 5k run/walk.  June 6, 2021 at
9am. The event raises money for Bens Red Swings and
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  If you are
interested in being a sponsor or volunteer, contact
Katherine at:  katherinelayton17@yahoo. Registration
for runners and walkers & donations can be made at:
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/Salisbury/BenLaytonMe
morial5KRunWalk

Sunday Zoom Service at 9:30am
Procedures for attending services in-person

● Covenant for Regathering and Guidelines for Attending
Worship/Events must be signed & on file.

● Reservations for attendance are required every week.
Please make your reservation by by calling or emailing
the office during office hours.

MONTHLY SCHEDULE
Sunday, May 2nd:
Holy Eucharist Rite II Service, 9:30am
LECTORS: Maarten Pereboom, Vic Evans
TECH TEAM: Katherine West, Cristina Machin
CHECK-IN/GREETER: Arlene White
VESTRY PERSON/USHER: Vic Evans
ALTAR GUILD: Jim Cockey

Sunday, May 9th:
Holy Eucharist Rite I Service, 9:30am

Sunday, May 16th:
Holy Eucharist Rite II Service, 9:30am

Sunday, May 23rd, The Day of Pentecost:
Holy Eucharist Rite II Service, 9:30am

Monday, May 24th :
Parish office closed

Sunday, May 30th, Trintiy Sunday:
Morning Prayer Rite II Service, 9:30am

Monday, May 31st:
Parish office closed for Memorial Day

We request your continued help in remembering
to call the church office by 10 a.m. each Thursday
to let us know if you will attend church.  This is
also important for the priest serving to know how
many mini-chalices need to be consecrated.
Lastly, we still ask you, if possible, to print and
bring a bulletin with you or a device which would
allow you to follow the service.

Our dear friend, Juanita Isaac,
passed away on Thursday April
22,2021 at The John B. Parsons
Home. She was 98 and was St.
Alban’s oldest parishioner.

Her ashes, along with those of her
husband, John Isaac, will be
interred in the St. Alban’s
columbarium. Arrangements are
pending.

Condolences may be sent to her daughter, Carol
(Joe) Meadows, her son John Ratliff, & her son
William (Lisa) Ratliff.

Dr. & Mrs. Joe Meadows & Family
3940 Devonshire Drive
Salisbury, MD. 21804
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Due to technical Difficulties, some of you may have
missed Alisha’s 04/25 sermon. Alisha has provided a

written copy for us all to read and reflect.

Alisha King. St. Alban’s Episcopal Church, 04/25/2021
Acts 4:5-12, 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18, Psalm 23

The valley of the shadow of death. I lived in the Shenandoah
Valley for several years, it was my first adult move away from
the safety and security of the community that I’d grown up in.
I’m from an area much like the Eastern shore, flat and rural.
Where the weather forecast often offered miles of visibility.
Where even if you didn’t know how to get somewhere if it was
tall enough, you could see it and figure out how to work your
way towards your destination. When I moved to the valley, there
wasn’t a lot of that...the terrain, the geographical features, all
added up to at times a sense that I could get lost and not find
my way. I’d seen enough scary movies to recognize that I was
a wrong turn away from everything going quickly downhill.

When I expressed my concern about getting lost on some back
road, one of my coworkers advised me to just look up, and as
long as there was a mountain on either side of me, I was exactly
where I was supposed to be...in the valley. That brought me the
sense of at least being able to navigate myself back to more
familiar territory.

I think that it’s fair to say that the 23rd psalm is familiar to most
folks. Doesn’t matter if they were raised in the church, attend
regularly, or not at all. And normally, no matter what version is
used we hear it in the King James Version ... “The Lord is my
shepherd, I shall not want.” This psalm is a promise of the
presence and protection of God throughout life in all its ups and
downs. In many ways the opening verse, is the key to the whole.
The rest of the psalm unpacks the meaning of “I shall not want”–
God provides food, water, guidance, protection and at the
end...safe homecoming.

The psalm is like life itself. First there is the normal life of the
shepherd and their sheep. Here, in the ordinary, God is found –
ever present, leading, refreshing and guiding. But it is also about
a journey. Failure to keep moving on will run the risk of running
out of resources...pasture. However, the shepherd’s expert
knowledge ensures green pastures and quiet waters are found
when needed.

Phillip Keller (who actually was a shepherd for a while) writes
in his book A shepherd looks at Psalm 23, that sheep need 4
things before they will lie down: freedom from - fear, from
friction within the flock, from parasites and from hunger. They
need a good shepherd to attain these things. People don’t seem
to be quite as removed from sheep as we sometimes think. As
we try to figure out how to treat one another, I like to think that
most folks are just looking for the same levels of safety and
security that a flock of sheep would consider satisfactory. Sheep
can survive eating dry grass but only prosper, only thrive, when
they have green grass. It tastes better, has moisture to sustain
them when water is unavailable. How many of us are just
making it on that dry, brown grass? What would it be like to be
comfortable enough to lie down because we know that there is
nothing to fear, not violence, not hunger, not thirst?

Then there comes a time of testing and difficulty, an unfamiliar
road with unspecified dangers, for the landscape of the psalm
is harsh and at times hostile. How easy it is to go off route or to
be paralyzed by fear. We have all faced, or will face, such
challenges, when our only protection is in the grace of God.

This week, as anxiety levels rose awaiting a verdict in Minnesota,
that’s what I thought of. I wanted, needed, my soul restored. We
sometimes find ourselves in turmoil. The good shepherd,
restores our soul... our life. Sometime sheep go off course, they
get themselves into trouble and either aren’t equipped to or are
just unable to right things and get back where they need to be.
A good shepherd notices that someone is missing and goes to
find them. Sometimes they roll over onto their backs and can’t

get back to their feet. The good shepherd finds them, gets them
on their feet, and supports them until they are restored and able
to move again on their own. Each week, during the peace, it’s
suggested that we reach out to someone just to make sure that
they are ok. Your call may be one of the things that helps find
one of our missing flock, someone that just needs a little help
and support until they get righted and are restored, renewed. But
the image of the shepherd is not just one of care. Kings and
leaders were often called ‘shepherds. Security is found in
submitting to the authority of the one who cares for the flock.
Throughout Scripture God’s people are assured that God will
be with them. The journey is unavoidable; the landscape is
variable; but the presence of God is all we need.

There is a longed-for destination and fellowship found around
a table. The God who has been with us in the ordinary and the
extraordinary is there also, the host with outstretched arms,
ready to welcome us home. Jesus is not only the good shepherd
of John 10, but also serves as the trailblazer of the paths of
righteousness. Jesus tends us and guides us into right
relationships with each other and with God. In the psalm, the
paths of righteousness do not lead directly from the green
pastures to the house of the Lord. To get there you have to go
through the darkest valley. Jesus has shown us that way and
calls us to follow him. The good news of Psalm 23 is that when
we walk these paths of righteousness, we walk with God.

1st John reads like a letter from our senior warden, Arlene, to
the parish. It’s written for the good of the community. It’s
broken down like this Prologue: The Word of Life for the
Community Opening Appeal to the New Community: God is
Light Central Appeal to the New Community: God is Just. The
Mark of the True Children of God The New Covenant
Commandment  The Call for Discernment and the Testing of
Spirits Closing Appeal to the New Community: God is Love
Epilogue: Prayer for the Faithful Community Today, lays out
the new covenant commandment within the central appeal to
the new community. The primary directive is that God is just.
This new community is formed upon Jesus’ commandments of
believing and loving in him that lead to an outward-turning
orientation toward social justice. Based in the commandments
of the new covenant to believe in the name Jesus Christ and to
love one another—and be known by this way of life. This brings
the Spirit of God into the fellowship of the community and both
empowers and emboldens the community to stand fast against
the world.

Jesus says that he is the good shepherd, and the good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep. Love not just in word or speech,
John says love in truth and action...that we should be willing to
lay down our lives for one another. Now sometimes to show
that love in truth and action you don’t have to go all the way to
laying down your life, sometimes that looks like a phone call,
or a ride somewhere, or a meal. By this we will know that we
are the truth. So, when there is a crisis, whatever it may be, our
response tells us that we belong to God. We express love in
word but more importantly, in our actions. If we begin the
conversation with the Christian community itself, we might ask

– who isn’t here? Most of our churches are racially or ethnically
segregated. We can rationalize this as cultural, still, we struggle
to reach across those barriers to embrace each other as brothers
and sisters. There are economic barriers, separating us from one
another. There are theological barriers. Some folks are still
wrestling with treating members of the LGBT community as
full and equal members of the church. And there is that question
about who is included in God's realm -- especially when we're
thinking of other religious traditions. How do we proclaim Jesus
and include others in the family? When Jesus says that he has
other sheep that he wants to bring into the fold, who is listening
to his voice? As we seek to answer that question it is good to
remember that we’re not the shepherd, we’re the sheep. And
sometimes, when we think we’re shepherds sometimes we end
up acting like hired hands! We want to imitate the good shepherd
and take seriously the exhortation to love, “not in word or speech,
but in truth and action”  Amen.


