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My hear0 leaps for jo2,
and with my song I praise hi4.

Psalm  28:7

Joy in June

Photo by: Stephanie Conway
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Sunday Worship
9:30 AM

JOIN US via ZOOM FOR

Sunday Zoom Service at 9:30am
The Bishop has given us permission to go to 50% seating
capacity, maintaining 6’ social distancing and wearing masks.
● Individuals attending church in person must complete

the 2 forms requested by the diocese which explain the
requirements.  If you have not done so already, you may
fill out the forms prior to the service you wish to attend,
arriving 10 minutes early OR you can ask Stephanie to
send you the forms.

● We have 50 SEATING UNITS available.
● Because of the variability of this “numbers game,” it is

very important that you call or email Stephanie by 10:00
a.m. each Thursday before a service you wish to attend.
That will allow us to have an accurate idea of if we are
staying within the limits given to us.

We are averaging 20+ worshipers each Sunday.  That
includes 2 people on the Tech Team and 6 people on the
Worship team so we certainly have space to welcome back
anyone who wishes to attend in person.  We will continue
to use Zoom and Facebook to stream the services too.

This is our identity as a parish,
which we articulated with
these words. We endeavor
to follow Christ in

welcoming “all sorts and
conditions of [humanity].” We offer
baptism and eucharist to all, and the
pastoral offices of  reconciliation, ministry
to the sick, and Christian burial to those
who ask. We do not discriminate with
regard to gender, ethnicity, or sexual
orientation or identity, or mental
capacity. With regard to marriage, our
policy is to meet all couples desiring a
Christian wedding. The legal
requirements, both civil and church, must
be met. We do not discriminate on the
basis of gender. However, the clergy may

St. Alban's: Christ-Centered,
Radically Embracing People and Creation

Psalm 91:11 – For he shall give his angels charge over you, to
keep you in all of your ways.

The Bible contains many examples of angels.  Some are powerful
messengers who reassure people to “fear not.”  Some are
avenging angels with the power to destroy.  Some are guardians.
Artists have portrayed angels in many ways for hundreds of years,
in a variety of styles and compositions.  Angels have been
depicted in movies and television shows, with and without wings.
I’ve never actually seen these mysterious creatures but I have
felt their strong presence in times of crisis. I believe they have
stood between me and extreme danger.  But on many occasions,
I have seen human beings acting as angels.  In a recent Bible
study at my church, I looked across the table at three women I
have known for decades.  They have defended me, comforted
me, and delivered messages from God.  They have helped guide
me in my life through their words and examples.  They have been
like angels to me.

Adapted from Forward Day by Day – February 12, 2021

Angels'  Cornerz

mailto:stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com
www.stalbanssalisbury.com
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
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SENOR WARDEN’S ARTICLE
JUNE 2021
Arlene White

I have been immersed in music all my life.  I started singing at a
very early age.  Growing up, as my sister, brother and I did dishes
after dinner, we always sang.  I taught them songs that I was singing
in school and they did the same.  We sang lots of kinds of music too
but I learned early on to really love Broadway show tunes.

My brother took me to the Lutheran church in town when I was
about 10 years old.  He was singing in the choir, hoping to impress a

new girlfriend. I grew up in the church, learning hymns and other “church” music,
singing in the Junior and then Senior choirs.

We didn’t just sing in chorus classes in school, we learned “stuff” and I was able to
appreciate the link between music and lyrics, how to sing to an audience so that they
could feel what I was feeling.  I sang with a very fine choir at a Lutheran college as well.
Sometimes I was asked to do solos which was pretty scary but I continued to learn how
accessible God seemed through music, how He could reach out and speak to me.  I came
to believe that, for me, singing was a form of prayer and that God was listening. I could
open my mouth and sing what I was feeling. It seemed that sometimes God’s voice joined
mine.

Singing was cathartic.  Singing was my heartbeat.  So mostly NOT singing this year, alone
or with a group, has been so incredibly difficult for me and so many others.  I have been
grateful for the off and on opportunities to make tracks, record anthems, and illegally
hum under my mask during my favorite hymns at church but I look forward to being able
to sing without a mask, to sing at the top of my lungs or in a whisper but to get back to
making a “joyful noise” to the Lord.

Crystal McDowell, from 10 Bible Verses About Singing from Godtube, March 10, 2020
said, “Singing rises out of the essence of our souls. We don’t have to be trained
singers or gifted in singing to raise our voices and hearts to Him in praise. Our
thankfulness in the song will lift His name in the presence of saints and sinners. We
never know how God will use our singing........ “  I pray that soon, and very soon, we
all will be back to making a variety of JOYFUL NOISES!

Sing your Song to God!

mailto:stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com
www.stalbanssalisbury.com
www.facebook.com/stalbanssalisbury
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Search Committee
Dee Rinehart - Committee Chairperson

Our most recent search period did not produce any viable rector candidates. So, our search
for a new rector is open again. As part of the reopening, Bishop Marray has granted our
request for two changes in the  diocesan process. Our search will remain open until our
next rector is found rather than just a few weeks. Applications will be made directly to
the Search Committee in care of St. Alban’s. The committee will review any applicant’s
profile as soon as it arrives. If the committee finds an applicant viable, the name will be
submitted to Canon Collins for a “Red Flag Check” and clearance by our bishop. In this
way, we hope to be in contact with applicants sooner than was possible until now. As we
are in charge of our search at this point, we have paid for postings of our position in

"Episcopal News Service" and "The Living Church."

We thank all who contributed video segments for our St. Alban's Video. Cristina Machin
has done the production work and will submit it to the vestry before it is posted on our
website. Look for it soon at: stalbanssalisbury.com

Your prayers continue to sustain your Search Committee during this long process. We
are thankful for your support and the trust you have placed in us to find a new rector.

Thank you.

Dee

Our beloved St. Alban’s community has struggled over the last one to two years.  In addition
to the ravages of the pandemic, we have been without a rector.  We have all struggled.

Prayer helps, particularly prayer with friends.  If you are interested in some sort of short small prayer group, online
or in person, please let me know by responding to the following questions. Jim Cockey  james.cockey@gmail.com

Please provide your  Name________________________________________   Contact info  __________________

How would you prefer to gather?  Online_____  In person________

How often?  Daily______     Weekly________

Format  Daily office_____ Other_______

Comments, suggestions_________________________________________________________________________
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"Can you identify the Nepalese flag? How about the five top-grossing soundtracks of all time? Or
the actor who was in Lord of the Rings, Black Panther, and Planet of the Apes? On Wednesday,
May 19, Brian Raygor hosted St. Alban's first virtual Trivia Night. It was a night of much laughter
and lots of fun, with Shelly and Greg quickly taking the lead and winning the night. Of course,
they could have had some assistance from their cat, who wandered in and out of the screen....and
has been known to write Christmas cards....

Nevertheless, a great time was had by all, and we hope to challenge Shelly and Greg to a re-match
in the near future - hopefully in person. Stay tuned, and study your world atlas!"

By: Katherine West
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Vestry Update, from 5/25/21 Vestry meeting

Christian Formation

Sacred Ground program – Julia Connelly Zahn, daughter of Bob and Carrie Connelly and current
director of Camp Wright, will lead a group of St. Alban’s members in the Sacred Ground program.
Sacred Ground is a program created by the national Episcopal Church to help predominantly
white congregations understand the background of systemic racism in the church and in society.
You will be hearing more about the program as we recruit participants.  For more information
see:  https://www.episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/

Tamar at the Crossroads – Deacon Alisha King led an online group in a study of Tamar, the
protagonist in Genesis, 38:6-27.  It is part of a Jewish biblical study program called ‘Girls in
Trouble’.   Alisha will be offering more Girls in Trouble study groups.

Quilts - Carrie Connelly and her quilting group, Shorebird Quilters, have made 53 quilts as gifts
for Camp Agape kids.  Plans are being developed to display some of them at church.

Green Hill Service – There will be an in person worship service at Old Green Hill Church on Sunday,
August 22.

Search committee – The Bishop has approved more direct communications between the search
committee and prospective rectors, which should help the process.

Solar energy panels – It has been nearly 5 years since we installed our solar panels.  We currently
make over $2500 per year in electricity sales, as well as saving money on our own electric bill.
When we installed the panel, we signed a 5 year lease with Paradise Energy for use of the meter
which measures electricity produced, and to manage the sale of excess energy back to the market.
The Vestry approved renewing the lease for another 5 years.

Parish Directory- A new online directory will be available next month.

Fellowship – Online Trivia night last week was fun.  Brian Raygor was the Emcee.  Brian developed
some fun and challenging questions.  Greg Glass was the winner of a non-competitive contest.
We will consider a future Trivia night with teams competing if there is interest.

Reopening questions - With the improving COVID numbers and the loosening of Maryland
restrictions, the Diocese has also loosened restrictions within churches.   The Vestry is in the
process of deliberating on how much to relax St. Alban’s infection prevention rules.  More to
come.

Parking lot – the Vestry is working on plans to change some of the parking spots close to the
building to be more user friendly for people in wheelchairs or with other handicaps.  More to
come.

VESTRY UPDATE

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/
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By: Shelly Madsen, Pledge Secretary S

Happy Father’s Day!
For those we Love (BCP)
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to
us to your never-failing care and love, for this
life and the life to come, knowing that you are
doing for them better things than we can desire
or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/
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Membership

Our
Beloved
Church

Christian
Formation

Fellowship

Last year St. Alban’s struggled through two crises. We
had no rector and we had been unable to call a new
rector. We also struggled to survive, safely, through
the pandemic. The Vestry focused on maintaining
operations, on supporting parishioners in a variety of
ways, and on the physical and financial care of the
church.

This year we still have the pandemic and we still have
no rector. In addition to maintaining operations, the
Vestry is focusing on how our beloved church can be
revitalized for the future. With the goal of working
toward a vision of building on what was best in our
past and what is possible in the future, we have
settled on three long range goals: Christian Formation,
Fellowship, and Membership.

Christian Formation (Vestry members Jim Cockey,
Mike Mathers, Arlene White)

The life of a church is based on many things, including
worship, eucharist, music, preaching, stewardship,
fellowship, and outreach. All of these things form us
as Christians. When we use the term ‘Christian
Formation’, we refer to extra activities beyond the
basic life of the church, such as Bible study and prayer
groups. Our Formation activities for 2021 have
included several online Bible study groups and prayer
groups. We have more planned. We are contemplating
how we might someday resurrect projects from the
past, like the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and
Education for Ministry (EFM).

We are actively planning implementation of an
exciting program developed by the national church,
called Sacred Ground. It is part of a larger program,
called Becoming the Beloved Community. Both
programs were developed in response to a General
Convention resolution mandating that the church
respond to systemic racism. The Sacred Ground
program requires a significant time and study
commitment.

Julia Connelly Zahn, who grew up at St. Alban’s and
is now the Director of Camp Wright, our Diocesan
church camp, has led this program in other venues.
She wants to lead one at St. Alban’s. We are in the
process of organizing a class starting this fall. We urge
you to explore these links for more information:

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/wpcontent/uploa
ds/sites/2/2020/11/bbc_where_you_are.pdf

ht tps ://www.ep i scopa lchurch.org/sacred-
ground/invitation/

LONG RANGE GOALS

Questions? Interested in joining us? Contact Jim Cockey
- james.cockey@gmail.com

Membership (Vestry members Jeremy Cox, Vic Evans
and Nancy Linck)

We are certainly blessed by the dogged determination
of our congregation to stick with St. Alban’s during
these dual challenges of pandemic and having no rector.
Discounting mortality and folks moving out of the area,
the number of individuals and families leaving our
church over the past year-plus has been negligible. This
speaks, we believe, to the awesomeness of our
communal bonds, nurtured by faith and, of course,
radically embracing people and creation. But like many
churches, we face difficulties. Our congregation is
graying. Our revenues are limited.

How do we move forward then? How do we retain our
brothers and sisters while growing our congregation?

These were the questions that the Vestry’s Membership
Sub-committee sought to answer. Here, we propose a
set of long-range goals crafted with those issues in mind:

> Providing an updated director to the church
community. Thanks to Nancy’s tireless efforts, this goal
is nearly complete. Once it is, it will be available both
electronically and in print, giving everyone a foundation
for tightening the bonds of faith within St. Alban’s.

> Creating a teen program. For too long, St. Alban’s
has not provided adequate programming for this
important cohort. Few teens attend St. Alban’s,
presenting a “chicken and the egg” scenario: Do we
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From: Joseph House Newsletter: May 11, 2021

To be homeless means that you have no place to hang
up your coat, or your skirt, or your tie. There are no
pegs to put them on. The size of a closet doesn’t matter
anymore. Only paper bags.

To be homeless means that you can never “put out the
dog”—or the cat, or go to the door and call them inside
and have their dish of food ready by the frig, and pet
them as they lie by your rocking chair and curl up by
the fire.

To be homeless means that you can never put up the
window to let fresh air inside, nor close it to keep out
the cold. You just look through other people’s windows.

To be homeless (if you have children) means that you
cannot take them out and then say to them, “Come on,
honey. It’s time to go home.” Nor tuck them in their
own beds and read them a bedtime story, and turn out
the light and say prayers with them. You just survive.

To be homeless means that you have no medicine
cabinet to search for an aspirin, no telephone to use
to dial your doctor, no health care plan to refer to if
you end up in the hospital, no sense of dignity to sustain
you when you faint and fall soundlessly on the sidewalk.

To be homeless means that you will not be among those
who decide whether they will eat in the kitchen or the
dining room or maybe on the patio, nor whether they
will barbeque hamburgers or steak, or have cold Pepsi
and potato salad and pickles, or who will do the d  ishes
afterward and put them in the cupboard.

To be homeless means that you join the millions of
refugees across our world who roam from place to place
without shelter, who agonize because they must beg
or depend on people who have to give to them, and
often those who have are afraid that if they give, they
will have to look you in the face, and that will hurt
more than they can bear.

by Peggy Heiner

Feed the hungry,
shelter the homeless.

Isaiah 58:7

TO BE HOMELESS

wait for more teens to become members on their own
or do we court them with specialized offerings? We
choose to be proactive. A motivated teen leader will
be chosen to lead this initiative.

> Hosting a “re-opening” event in the fall. We pray we
will be able to fling open our doors to all comers,
regardless of the number, soon once again. We wish to
celebrate that moment and our mission with a festive
re-opening fete, allowing members to become
reacquainted with each other and St. Alban’s in a merry
atmosphere. This can be expanded to hosting
community events on a quarterly or biannual basis.

> Launching a marketing campaign called “Consider St.
Alban’s,” with messages such as “Consider St. Alban's
if you and your family are concerned about ecology”
and “Consider St. Alban's if you and your family are
interested in outreach to your community.”

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any
suggestions, we’d love to hear them. Please send them
to Jeremy Cox at jcoxreporter@yahoo.com or call
443-783-6717.

Fellowship (Vestry members Rebecca Jones Hochmuth,
Kim O’Grayd, Richard Hunter)

Fellowship has been hard hit as well since it has been
tough trying to figure out how we, as a congregation
can get together safely until more Covid restrictions
have been lifted. We have been able to brainstorm
events and plan how to get things moving so that once
we are in the clear, we can take action and we together
again.

We are planning a church picnic on June 6th and many
other summer and fall activities that we once were able
to do easily. It has been interesting to see how the
event has to be restructured to meet safety guidelines.
Overall, it has been a journey. We are definitely at a
better place to plan events then we were a year ago.

If you have any suggestions or ideas, we’d love to hear
them. Please send them to Rebecca Jones-Hochmuth
at rjoneshochmuth@gmail.com or call 443-880-8217.
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Answer: A Pollinator Garden
(in the shape of a butterfly)

This garden is part of The Lower Shore Land Trust
Pollinator Certification Program promotes best
management techniques to foster habitat for pollinators
and other wildlife. Their vision is to ensure a healthy
environment for pollinators on the Eastern Shore by
encouraging stewardship of our natural resources and
promoting the benefit of pollinators throughout our
rural communities.

What are those white flags?
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One of the ways St. Alban’s is showing love for its neighbors is through the community gardens in the back
of the church. Though many have been used by members of the congregation, several are used by what
might be called “neighbors”.  One I talked to several years ago was Sona Morrison, who was very grateful
to be able to use her 10 X 10 foot space to grow vegetables.  She said she had an apartment near the other
end of St. Albans Drive, and could walk to the church to work on it. Sona is now a member of the church.
(Since then I have occasionally seen her in services.)  Another grateful couple is Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs, who
have a very healthy looking garden spot now, one of the first to be planted this spring.  Theirs is in a spot
near or on the place where Frieda Malcolm’s spot was several years ago.

This community garden was started through suggestions by Jim Cockey in 2009.  One of the reasons I
started using one when I retired in 2011 was the really good growth of plants on the 10X30’ plot of Shelly
Madsen and Greg Glass, on the East boundary of the group of plots.  The planting area is divided into 10X10
sections, with plastic-lined paths between them, and wood stakes marking most of the corners.  New ones
have been added on the west end as new people have requested them. The lawn mowers keep the lawns
around them, as well as the areas around the solar panels, carefully mowed.

Although growth on many of the plots has been quite good, in the last couple of years mine has shown
reduced growth, as has that of Shelly and Greg.  Last year my onion plants failed to grow, and tomato plants
grew poorly and produced few tomatoes. Bell pepper plants didn’t produce, though a couple hot small pepper
plants produced some I took home.  I have been attributing the poor growth recently to roots I find growing
about 6” to 8” deep in the soil, and which I first suspected came from the holly trees about 40’ away, but
now I feel it is the roots of vines now covering the holly trees and spreading nearer the gardens.

This year at the spring cleanup I started cutting down the vines that are covering a lot of the surface of the
holly trees. I have been pruning more on short visits to the church, making significant progress on getting
rid of them.  If growth in the gardens improves this year I’ll be happy! However, many of the previous
gardeners have stopped growing on their plots.  I am suspecting some of the reasons are that crop prices
around 2010 were rising rapidly. Now, as the world population has basically stopped growing, many
underdeveloped countries are now using modern farming techniques instead of imports, and obesity seems
now more a problem than hunger or expensive food, perhaps growing some of our  own food isn’t worth the
cost and effort. (In the US the percent of the population working on growing food is down to about 1% - I
blame crop genetics changes, weed sprays, insecticides, and fertilizers. Our new flower gardens on our
extra land are to help plant pollinators, like bees and butterflies.)

St. Alban’s
Community
Garden By: Richard Hunter
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These critters give us lots of pleasure!
By: Pat Layton

Strawberry ice cream social
By: Pat Layton

Joyful June  Photo By: Arlene White
Arlene & Susannah celebrate at Dumser’s in Ocean City

Joy in
    June
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Joy in June
Photos by: Shelly Madsen

What brings me joy? My family:Alan Jr. Matt, Ryan, Margaret and Nick, Alan Selser Sr.,
Orange and white cat: Bisque, Black and white cat  Zachary 14 year old brother of Bisque
Photos By: Peggy Selser.
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A few photos from a trip Keith, Paul, and I took to Southern
West Virginia, and Southwest Virginia in mid-April.

By George Demko
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St. Alban’s and
Community News
St. Alban’s and
Community News

Hope sees the invisible, feels the intangible, and achieves the impossible.
-Helen Keller

Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness
- Desmond Tutu

One after the Other

1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips

1/3 cup plus 1 tablespoon peanut butter

4 cups cocoa crispies (or other cereal)

1 tsp. Crisco

Melt the chocolate chips and peanut

butter in a saucepan over very low heat,

stirring constantly until smooth. (You

can also use a microwave in a microwave

safe container).
Stir in a cup at a time of the 4 cups

of cereal of your choice, mixing until

well coated. Drop by the teaspoonful on

a wax paper covered sheet.
Let stand in cool place or refrigerator

until firm. Store in a covered
container. If you don’t want to drop

them on paper you can spread the

mixture in a well-greased 9 inch square

pan and then cut into squared when firm.

By: Peyton Zieger

Throwback recipe.
Year unknown

From Holly Center Spring
Festival. Members of St. Alban’s
Submitted recipes to be
published into a recipe book.

The recipe book was found in the
file cabinet.

I hear there are many fond
memories of Peyton and that her
personality was as colorful as
her style!

HOPE
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