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Wishing you a fantastic holiday season and
a prosperous New Year! The parish office will
be closed Wednesday, January 1st in observance
of New Year's Day.

Poinsettias: Parishioners are welcome to take
home the poinsettias after the 10:00 am service.

The Herald deadline: Please email photos &
articles to stalbanssalisbury@gmail.com. Content
is due by Sunday, January 19. Due date is always
the 3rd Sunday of each month.

Rev. Margaret will is on vacation and will
return on Monday, January 6th. During her absence,
Rev. Laura Dorsey will be available for any pastoral
concerns. Rev Laura will celebrate the Holy
Eucharist on Sunday, January 5th. You may contact
her at (410) 430-7922. I am so very grateful for Rev.
Laura's continued Supply ministry here at St.
Alban's! Rev. Margaret+

The UNgreening of the church will take place
after the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, January 5.
Please plan to stay after and help.

Choir rehearsals: No choir rehearsal this week.
Rehearsals resume January 9.

Adult Christian Education: There will be no
Adult Religious Education on Sunday, January 5. It
will be begin again on Sunday, January 12th.

Effectively immediately, St. Alban's will be
canceling its P.O. Box and go back to using the
mailbox at 302 St. Alban's Drive, Salisbury, MD
21804.  Please send all your correspondence to that
address.

Feast of the Epiphany is January 6th. On
January 5th, St. Alban’s will unite all of our homes
together though the tradition of sacred chalking of
our doors. Blessed chalk and instructions will be
passed out after the service.

Link to Vestry Minutes and Financials:
Please click HERE for the approved  Vestry Meeting

Minutes and approved Financial Statement.
(Minutes and Financial are posted once they are approved.)

%Happy Birthday
Jen Cox 01/03

Weekly Schedule
WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY 1
NO Wednesday Midday Service

NEW YEAR’S DAY
Parish Office Closed
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 5
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I Service
LECTOR: Chuck and Toby Porter
TECH TEAM: Donna Parks

NO Adult Christian Ed.
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Service
LECTORS: Steve Crabill, Amy Issacs
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: Linda Torbert
VESTRY PERSON: Shelly Madsen
ALTAR GUILD: Katherine West
ACOLYTES: Maggie O’Grady
TECH TEAM: TBA
GREETERS/USHERS: Cristina Machin, Sona Morrison
COFFEE HOUR: Cristina Machin
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Bishop’s Christmas Message
God’s Divine Love for a Broken World

“They shall name Him Emmanuel” which means, “God is with us”.
(St. Matthew 1: 23)

Christmas gathers the faithful together in celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus, the world’s Messiah and Anointed
One. The center of attraction is the manger, the child Jesus, who by coming among us offers God’s healing and love to
our broken and hostile world. Believing and receiving Jesus means putting him first, far ahead of the fading glory and
shifting hopes offered by this world. Also, Jesus offers humanity a personal way of knowing, loving and relating to God
our Father in heaven, and our fellow neighbors. What a stunningly beautiful and awesome Christmas message for us in
this season.

Christ’s birth is the bridging of two realities that shows that God is not just the God of heaven but Lord and Creator of
the universe. Christmas is God’s incarnation, that is, God taking human flesh and becoming one like us. God became
human, not just to save the world, but to bless the world, to bless being human, to endorse being human, to join us in our
humanness. In this holy and joyful season Jesus invites us to come to him as a child – with innocence and the openness
to embrace people of different cultures, politics, ethnicities, nationalities, skin color, and social or economic status.

When we look around, and see the children in their many Christmas presentations, that excitement and thrill go a long
way in helping to lay aside, even for a moment, the realities of daily struggle. For children, all the experiences of life are
new and thrilling adventures. They take them in and take them on willingly and eagerly. Adults will do well to adopt this
attitude of childlike innocence at Christmas, and once again give the gift of this sacred birth we celebrate a chance fill us
with PEACE! JOY! LOVE!

The timeless incarnational truth in this message is God’s invitation for us to participate in the holy work of salvation. We
are co-responsible for our salvation by embracing and incarnating Jesus’ call to ‘come unto me’ and ‘live in me as I live
in you’.

My beloved, the birthday of Jesus marks our own birthday. Our baptism into Christ fundamentally draws us into a shared
intimate relationship with him. This accounts for the reason why over the centuries the practice of gift sharing had become
so popular. In truth, we are all celebrating this birthday with Jesus which gives us every reason to exchange gifts during
this happy season.

Let us be reminded, even in the hustle and bustle associated with this generous season, to spare some time in our celebration
to invite the Christ child of Bethlehem stable, Jesus the Lord and Savior, into our lives and giving him the freedom to
lead us where he wishes – recommitting our life to the guiding principles of love for all, peace, joy and Christian harmony.

Finally, our beloved family, Lynn and I remain ever conscious of the gift we have received from God in leading us here
to share ministry and companionship with all of you. You have made our life in the diocese a truly remarkable and holy
experience. We love you with our heart, mind and soul. As the angels remind us, “God is with us”!

Every blessing, joy, happiness, peace and goodwill to you and your beloved family members on this Christmas season!

+San & Lynn


